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JANUARY PLANNING 
MEETING 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

Host Hotel 
January 

Embassy Suites Hotel, Spa and 
Conference Center 
Group rate: $125 + tax 
Phone: 512.392.6450 


June 

Group rate: 

$119 + tax - King - limited availability 
$135 + tax - 2 queen beds 
Cut off date is May 19, 2017. 


June Overflow Properties 
Country Inn & Suites 

1560 IH-35 South 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
Group Rate: $118+ tax 
Phone: 512.392.8111 
Group code: State Firefighter 
and Fire Marshal 


Hampton Inn & Suites 

106 N Interstate 35 
San Marcos, TX 
Group Rate: $109+ tax 
Phone: 512.754.7707 
Group code: SFFMA 


Friday, January 20 

1 - 5 p.m. SFFMA Executive Board (SFFMA Office - Austin) 


Saturday, January 21 
8:30 a.m. Golf Tournament Committee 

8:30 -10:30 a.m. Constitution and By-Laws Committee 
Pumper Race Committee 
Fire Marshal Committee 
Finance Committee 
8:30 a.m. - noon Certification Board 

Texas Firemen’s Auxiliary Board Meeting 
9 -10 a.m. Sergeant-at-Arms Committee 

9 -11 a.m. Health and Safety Committee 

11 a.m. -1 p.m. Poster Committee 
Exhibits Committee 
Memorial Committee 
Driving Contest Committee 
EMS Committee 
T*Flag Committee 

1 p.m. Speaker Selection Committee 

1 - 2 p.m. LUNCH (not provided) 

2 - 3:30 p.m. District Officers Meeting 

3:30 - 4 p.m. June Conference Agenda Review 
4 - 4:30 p.m. Site Selection Report 



June 9 -14, 2017 
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141 st Annual Training Conference 
and Convention, San Marcos, TX 
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EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR’S 

CORNER 


I was recently in South Carolina attending 
the fire service benefits summit and National 
Volunteer Fire Council annual meetings. 

In these meetings, representatives from 
various fire service associations around the 
US gathered to meet, share ideas, discuss 
challenges, and discuss solutions affecting our 
profession. 

The benefits summit portions of the week 
were strictly focused on what associations 
offer their members in terms of value added 
benefits. There are only a few states that are 
well organized or even somewhat organized as 
well as Texas. Out all the states present, North 
and South Carolina, New York, and Texas 
are the only states that have staff working 
for the association and provide a cafeteria- 
style benefit offering to their members. I 
was proud to see that SFFMA has many 
divisions that focus on different aspects of 
the association and work to provide services 
and products to benefit our fire service. 

Our certification program and the ability to 
track an individual’s training objectives and 
certifications is unique to Texas and no other 
state offers their membership a program or 
certifies firefighters like we do! 

It was quite interesting to hear some of the 
challenges other states are facing and the fact 
that they are no different from what we have 
here in our state: Changing demographics, 
lower attendance at conferences and regional 
meetings, increased costs and lower interest 
in print publications, legislative initiatives, 
by-law revisions, etc.In some cases, state 
associations are struggling to stay afloat 
and in some smaller north eastern states 
are considering combining with other state 
associations. 

The challenges brought up during the 
week among the other states solidified 
the challenges we face in Texas, and some 
solutions came out of the meetings that gave 
me some ideas on how we can address some 
of the issues we face in our state. During the 
coming months, our Executive Board will be 
discussing and also addressing some of your 
concerns, as well as evaluating the functions 
of the association in order to provide the best 
level of service and benefits to you. If you 
have ideas of how we can make things better 
and more efficient, please let a board member 
or I know. 

We have been making great progress on our 
SFFMA Online certification program. With 


bringing on the new certification program 
module and the class entry page, we have had 
to implement a new virtual server, separate 
our database server from our Webserver, 
update our database program, and invest over 
$50,000 in customization in order to make 
sure the class entry page incorporates our 
objectives, personnel, etc. Please utilize the 
new program and if you have any issues with 
it, please let us know. 

Our district meetings, conferences, meetings, 
etc., are all in need of evaluation and 
with input and suggestions from the 2040 
committee, the Executive Board will have to 
make some adjustments for the future growth 
and sustainability of the association. If we 
don’t start making some changes to address 
some of the challenges we are facing, we will 
fall behind and then have to spend a lot more 
time, money and effort getting things fixed in 
our future. 

The SFFMA office has undergone some 
changes in personnel. The Executive Board 
will be evaluating the three positions in 
the November meeting for administrative 
assistant, certification assistant and 
membership coordinator which are currently 
vacant and decide what is going to be the 
best use of the positions. If you have had any 
concerns or issues getting your membership 
cards, department certificates or certifications 
issued in the past, it may be due to the fact 
that they were processed but never mailed. 

We have recently discovered quite a few 
pieces of older, dated correspondence and 
packets that may or may not have ever been 
sent to departments as they should have been. 
It’s impossible to know whether they were 
duplicates or originals. As of now, we are 
trying very hard to resolve any outstanding 
issues, so please let me know if we can address 
any outstanding concerns or correspondence. 
Your membership is valuable and we are glad 
you are a member of SFFMA!! We are all part 
of one of the greatest professions around, 
and we will continue to provide you and 
your fellow firefighters benefits, news, and 
representation. 

Be Safe, 



Chris Barron 

SFFMA Executive Director 



SFFMA STAFF 

CHRIS BARRON, MBA 

Executive Director 
W: 512.454.3473 ext. 101 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 


GABI GLASS, CMP 

Event Coordinator 
W: 512.454.3473 ext. 102 
Email: gglass@sffma.org 


KEVIN CREAMER 

Certification Administrator/ 
Industrial Coordinator 
W: 512.454.3473 ext. 103 
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org 


JULIE BEAUCHAMP 

Sales Department Manager 
W: 512.454.3473 ext. 105 
Email: jbeauchamp@sffma.org 


JON BARRON 

Facilitator / Special Projects 
W: 512.454.3473 ext. 109 
Email: jbarron@sffma.org 
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2016-2017 

EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

PRESIDENT Henry Perry 

PO Box 88 

Bastrop, TX 78602-0088 
W: 512.321.5550 
C: 512.848.7319 
Email: hperry@sffma.org 


1 st VICE PRESIDENT Harvie Cheshire 

1100 Merry Oaks Dr 
College Station, TX 77840-2607 
W: 979.862.7440 
C: 979.324.4336 
Email: hcheshire@sffma.org 


2 nd VICE PRESIDENT Mike Richardson 

608 County Road 4460 
Decatur, TX 76234-8138 
W: 940.627.3199 
C: 940.255.5034 
Email: mrichardson@sffma.org 


3 rd VICE PRESIDENT Tim Smith 

PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 
W: 806.797.0412 
C: 806.786.0166 
Email: tsmith@sffma.org 


4 th VICE PRESIDENT Richard Van Winkle 

PO Box 296 

Alvarado, TX 76009-0296 
W: 817.790.8884 
C: 817.538.2313 
Email: rvanwinkle@sffma.org 


SECRETARY Joe Ondrasek 

5572 Caroline Dr 
Bryan, TX 77807-7806 
W: 979.775.0194 
C: 979.820.1038 
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org 


ASSISTANT F. Jim White 
SECRETARY 304EMundySt 

Overton, TX 75684-1734 
H: 903.834.3457 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org 


What an 
honor it is 
to serve this 
great state as 
the president 
of our great 
organization. 
This has been 
a lifetime 
dream of mine, 
to hold the 
position of President of the SFFMA. 
Having had the opportunity to serve 
you as mascot of the organization in 
1978 which was a great honor, now I 
get to serve you from the other side 
of the podium. 

My life has been spent serving the 
citizens of my communities and 
the state. I served as mascot of the 
Central Texas District in 1974.1 
served the district as president in 
2003; it was also an honor to serve 
the district 20 years after my father 
served the same district. 

I was reared in a firefighting family. 
My father, Buddy Perry, was chief in 
Lampasas; my mother, Trinka Perry, 
was TFA president in 1985, and my 
brother, Michael “Jaws” Perry was 
SFFMA mascot in 1982. 

My firefighting career started in 
Lampasas Volunteer FD in 1984 
and I served this department until 
1994.1 then moved to Bastrop and 
have served this department for 22 
years - 10 years as assistant chief 
and 10 years as the fire chief. I also 
worked for the Lower Colorado 
River Authority for 29 years, retiring 
in May 2015. 


President’s 

FORUM 

I now have two part-time jobs. I 
work for Bastrop County ESD #1 as a 
firefighter and also work at TEEX as an 
adjunct instructor in Region 4. 

Serving on the SFFMA Executive Board 
for the last 4 years has been one of the 
biggest enjoyments of my life. Up to this 
point in time, only 140 people have gone 
this route before me, and I could not 
have done this without the support of 
my family, present board members, past 
presidents, and many friends. 

During my term on the board, we have 
been able to accomplish many positive 
things for the state firefighters. We 
have completed and moved into a new 
building in Manchaca, Texas. We’ve 
also updated the certification program, 
and now all certifications meet NFPA 
standards, allowing our volunteer 
members to take Firefighter I & II and 
challenge the TCFP exam and pass this 
test. 

It has always been my goal not to do 
away with the volunteer, but to prepare 
them for their passion of firefighting 
as a career, if they so choose. We, as an 
organization, are in that position now. 
Our certification program is second to 
none in the nation. 

Several of our committees are doing 
studies and will be presenting lifesaving 
information to our members. I am 
looking for great things in the future 



CHAPLAIN Ben Kennedy 

4210 Camber Ct 
College Station, TX 77845 
W: 979.229.1263 
Email: bkennedy@sfFma.org 


PAST PRESIDENT Paul Hamilton 

PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 
W: 806.383.3373 
C: 806.640.2195 
Email: phamilton@sfFma.org 


EXECUTIVE Chris Barron 
DIRECTOR po Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652 
W: 512.454.3473 
F: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sfFma.org 


MASCOT AshlynnWobus 

PO Box 252 

La Grange, TX 78945 

Email: ashlynnwobus@yahoo.com 


BOARD Rayford W. Gibson 
PARLIAMENTARIAN POBox774 

Tatum, TX 75691-0774 
W: 979.229.8134 
H: 903.947.2831 


Email: rgibson@sfFma.org 



Front row from L to R: Henry Perry, Harvie Cheshire, Mike Richardson, Tim Smith and Richard Van Winkle. 
Back row from L to R: Chris Barron, Rayford Gibson, Ben Kennedy, Ashlynn Wobus, Joe Ondrasek, F. Jim White 
and Paul Hamilton. 
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from our 2040 Committee, and the 
Health and Safety Committee. Both 
of these committees are studying 
information that will advance the fire 
service in Texas. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
my family. I am married to Faith Perry, 
and we have been married for 20 
years. We have 3 living children: Brad 
Hamilton, with his wife Tayler and my 
grandson Garret, Macey Perry, who is 
attending Texas State University as an 
education major, and Chelsea Perry who 
is attending the University of Texas at 
Austin as a Pre-PT and History major. 
“Hook-em!” 

Having the opportunity to serve you as 
president of this fine organization is one 
of the greatest honors a firefighter can 
have in their life time. I look for great 
things to come from this organization in 
the future, and I challenge each and every 
person that reads this article to jump out 
there and participate in your certification 
program, test and get certified. Continue 
to train, study, and make yourself and 
your department the best in your area. I 
challenge all members of our association 
to get at least one new certification this 
year. Remember this as I close, “Let no 
man’s ghost say my training failed me.” 


Henry Perry 

SFFMA President 
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MY DAD IS MY HERO 

by Katherine Waugh 


It is Monday, October 29th, 2012 at 6:00 
pm. Hurricane Sandy has just slammed the 
East Coast, including my small, heavily- 
wooded town of Easton, CT. My dad, then 
the assistant chief of Eastons Volunteer Fire 
Department, left hours ago on the first fire 
call and hasn’t been home since. The power 
is out, and my family is gathered around the 
kitchen table, praying. We receive a phone 
call. One of the firefighters is dead. No one 
knows who. We are suspended in 
disbelief. We sit at the kitchen table, stare 
blankly, say prayers, try to hold onto 
optimism. “It’s not him”, I keep telling 
myself. And it wasn’t. But, it was his best 
friend - Russell Neary, a father and a man 
invested in his community. 

My brother runs away screaming, “But I saw 
him last 
week! He 
was smiling 
and alive!” 

That night, 
the sacrifice 
my dad 
makes 
everyday 
was made 
extremely 
clear to 
me. I had 

come face to face with the possibility that 
my dad had made the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect our community and the people who 
live within it. It’s a very humbling thing - to 
live with someone who puts others before 
themselves in such a literal sense. 

My dad is the chief now. His fellow 
firefighters are like his brothers, a 
brotherhood of saving lives. Fire calls in 
Easton, CT can range from lost hikers, brush 
fires, structure fires, motor 
vehicle accidents to medical calls. 

I’ve always thought of my dad as a hero. That 
image has been imprinted in my mind since 
I was a little girl, and I watched him and the 
other firefighters march in the Memorial 
Day Parade. In the parade, the firefighters 
march down one of the main roads in 
town and stand in front of the town hall, 
the Veterans, the American flag, and the 
memorial wreaths. Even though I was very 
young, it was apparent that he, the other 
firefighters, and the Veterans had all made 
unbelievable sacrifices - different types of 
sacrifices - but sacrifices all the same for the 
nation and their communities. 

I always knew that firefighting was 
dangerous - running into burning buildings 
has its risks. Yet, it never occurred to me 
that the dangers associated with firefighting 
could impact my dad and my dad’s friends. 


I never realized that my dad could be taken 
away from me prematurely, at any random 
moment at any random fire call. But 
something else also occurred to me. My 
dad risked his life to save the people of my 
community, to save me. 

My dad is my hero. The sacrifices my dad 
has made for my community have made 
me a better person. My dad’s involvement 
in the community as chief has inspired 
many of the things I do. 

My dad’s determination motivates and 
inspires me to be a better person and to be 
more involved in my community through 
community service and by being active in 
clubs and programs at school. Seeing my 
dad as a leader in the community drove 
me to run for class officer in eighth grade 
and every year since. Having 
observed the positive impact my 
dad and his fellow firefighters 
have on the community, I want 
to be able to positively impact 
my school community through 
leadership. I have been inspired 
by my dad to become involved 
in many volunteer efforts in my 
community. I serve dinner to 
the homeless at a local homeless 
shelter called “Operation Hope” 
many Friday nights. 

I also put on many benefit concerts that 
have benefitted a plethora of organizations 
including: Music for Youth, the Red Cross, 
aid for the Philippines, and aid for Newton, 
CT, following the tragic school shooting 
there. I also frequently sing free concerts 
at senior living homes. Additionally, I 
volunteer every summer for over seventy 
hours at the Easton Fireman’s Carnival. My 
volunteer work, especially my work at the 
Fireman’s Carnival, is the influence of what 
my dad does for the community. 


Because I have grown up seeing my 
father consistently giving so much to the 
community without expecting anything in 
return, it has made me realize the immense 
benefits of the community service. 

My involvement in the Fireman’s 
Carnival, however, extends past my 
commitment to making the community 
a better place. To me, volunteering at the 
Fireman’s Carnival is a way to help the 
people who I know do so much for the 
community. I have the utmost respect for 
every single firefighter, first responder, 
paramedic, and police officer. Without 
these people - people like my dad - we 
would truly live in a different world. 
Furthermore, my dad’s commitment to 
serving the community has inspired me 
not only to excel in my extracurricular 
activities and in my community service, 
but also in my academic pursuits. 
Whenever I need advice about a project 
or a conflict, I go to my dad because his 
experience as a firefighter has added a new 
set of experiences to draw from. From 
him, I learned that I should always give 
the maximum amount of effort and that 
I should never give up. This translates to 
my high-achieving academic performance 
in high school. Yet, it also translates to my 
overall motivation to be a better person 
and be passionate about my pursuits. 

My dad’s determination has taught me that 
I should be the best I can be at whatever I 
do. This lesson has been paramount in my 
life. Most importantly, my dad’s service has 
shaped my character - it has made me an 
empathetic, kind, understanding person 
willing to help anyone. As I continue to 
grow from young adulthood to eventually 
being a parent, I hope I can inspire people 
as my hero has inspired me. 



Katherine is currently a freshman at Duke 
University studying mechanical engineering. She 
graduated from Joel Barlow High School where 
she excelled in both academic and extracurricular 
activities, while simultaneously taking an active 
role in her community. Waughs extracurricular 
activities included vice president of Class Council, 
varsity soccer goalkeeper, secretary of the National 
Honor Society, officer of Modern Music Masters 
Honor Society, JBHS Select Choir, A Cappella 
Academy participant, and team captain of Physics 
Olympics. Waugh is also a frequent national 
anthem singer, performer for various benefit 
concerts and holds the position of Junior Deacon at 
her church, Greenfield Hill Congressional Church. 
Katherine is the national winner of the 2016 
Electronic Security Association Scholarship Fund. 

Katherines father, Steven Waugh, is chief at Easton 
Volunteer Fire Company #1 and was the inspiration 
behind her essay. As apart of their entries, each 
applicant was required to write an essay entitled, 

“What it means to me to have my parent or 
guardian involved in securing our community.” 



Katherine Waugh and family 
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Cancer In The Fire Service 

Not a Repeat of What You’ve Already Heard 
by Phil Vasile 


You faced danger and survived ... or did you? What will your health he 20 years from now? 


Recently my chief asked that I submit 
a presentation request to SFFMA for a 
talk at the conference in McAllen, Texas. 
Because of my personal experience 
with cancer, I chose to submit a talk on 
‘Cancer in the Fire Service’ A few weeks 
later I found myself giving this talk 
in front of several people - attendees 
ranging from new firemen in volunteer 
departments, to chiefs from large paid 
departments. I was happy to see that it 
was well received with a lot of good and 
relevant questions. Since then I have been 
asked to write this article for the SFFMA 
magazine to share with all of its readers. 

BACKGROUND 

Although this topic takes over an hour to 
present (speaking very fast), this article 
is a subset of the actual presentation 
and covers a few of the major points. 

My intent for writing this paper is to 
get this information out to as many first 
responders as possible with the objective 
of potentially saving lives. 

For years my experience has taken me 
repeatedly into the realm of education - 
either receiving it, or giving it. Teaching 
in the professional world has been a large 
part of my career in multiple professions 
including teaching at a university. 

Having that background is what brought 
me to this point. Once again, my 
objective with this talk is to save lives. 
Hopefully I’ll have other opportunities 
to share my story in the future and teach 


first responders how they can avoid 
cancer and its potential impact(s). 

STUDIES & STATISTICS 

If you go to the internet and do research 
on this subject, you’ll often find a repeat 
of study information on statistics and 
the likelihood of your contracting 
cancer. Beyond that, typically only a few 
suggestions are made on how to avoid being 
exposed. The talk given at the conference 
is what prompted this article, but the talk 
covers a great deal more. With that said, I’ll 
briefly cover the key studies done and their 
results. Bear with me. 

The subject of cancer in the fire service 
first found its significant popularity 
(recognition) after 9/11. Fifteen years after 
9/11, thousands of first responders are still 
dealing with cancers and other side effects 
as a result of their rescue efforts at the Twin 
Towers. Subsequently, the first study on 
this topic was done by Cleveland University 
in 2005 and ultimately verified by: The 
American College of Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine, National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health, and 
the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer - et al. The following are the results 
of their findings. 

The following percentages are the statistical 
probability over and above the average 
worker in America today. For example, if 
the likelihood for the average worker to 
contract a cancer is 10%, and the fireman’s 
percentage (list below) is +50%, it means 
that the fireman’s likelihood is 15%. 

continued on page 10 
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SFFMA ONLINE 3.0 
UPDATE 

This has been frustrating for everyone 
involved, but friends, we’re close to 
being finished (with this part). As of the 
writing of this article, beta testers have 
completed providing feedback to the 
programmers. They were a small group of 
departmental coordinators from around 
the state tasked with trying to make the 
system fail in order to locate weaknesses. 
They also looked at usability to make sure 
that the version rolled out to the rest of 
the departments is logical and provides 
information in a clear and precise manner. 
Since the programmers met the target 
dates, full roll out was on October 4. 

Due to a significant difference in how 
the program handles data, particularly 
through the use of additional security 
features, the time it takes to fully submit 
a class is a little longer than the older 
sffmaonline.org site. On the other 
hand, full text objectives and the ability 
to separately credit portions of larger 
objectives are a major improvement. 
Upcoming steps to the project include, 
but are not limited to (and in no 
particular order): 

• Transition of training from the old 

system 

• Increased reporting access for fire 

chiefs and individuals 

• E-mailed notifications on completion 

of training requirements and 
certification issuance 

• Annual Progress Report 

As the larger project moves forward, 
we will be making announcements in 
the monthly e-InfoFire. If you are not 
receiving the newsletter, please verify 
that your current e-mail address is in our 
system. 

Kevin Creamer 

Certification Administrator 
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RED RIVER DISTRICT 
SEEKING POSITIVE 
CHANGE 


Back in 2013 during a district meeting at the 
Friberg Cooper Community Center in Wichita 
County, members of the Red River District engaged 
in conversation on how our members could 
become more involved in the State Firefighters’ and 
Fire Marshals’ Association. This discussion led to 
the appointment of a committee to research and 
draft a proposal for a constitutional amendment. 

In gathering information, it was already well 
known that attendance at the annual training 
conference was declining. Much like the volunteer 
fire service, we have grown into a society of two 
income families, individuals holding multiple 
part-time jobs, involvement with children’s sporting 
events and other youth programs, and individuals 
just lacking the ability to support the ever- 
increasing demands of the volunteer fire service. 

We researched how other similar organizations 
such as the International Fire Chief’s Association, 
Texas Fire Chief’s Association and other groups 
were electing officers and conducting business. 
Practically every organization that covers a large 
geographical area utilizes some version of electronic 
voting. 

Technology must be embraced and leveraged to 
maximize time for present and future members 
of our organization to contribute and actively 
be engaged. The ever-increasing cost of travel, 
including fuel and lodging, strain departments 
already struggling to continue protecting their 
communities. We owe our future firefighters and 
leaders the most efficient way to accomplish our 
business without causing undue burden. If we don’t 
change with the times, we will continue to see a 
decline in both attendance and participation. 

Over the last three years this journey of the Red 
River District has failed to garnish the needed 
support to affect change. We are committed to 
continuing the journey but are calling on the 
members of our great organization to provide 
feedback on how we can frame this year’s proposal 
to gain the support needed to pass. We want to 
hear from firefighters, fire departments, county 
associations and other districts with your ideas to 
improve our organization and allow more member 
organizations to be involved. If other districts are 
willing to co-sponsor a proposal, please contact us 
as soon as possible. 


Sincerely, 

The Red River District 


Contact Info: 

2nd Vice President Rodney Ryalls 
C/O Burkburnett VFD 
100 Tommy Thornton Way 
Burkburnett, TX 76354 
Phone: 940-781-9437 
Email: chief.burkfire@gmail.com 


AskRail, Training, and Innovation 
Boosting Texas Rail Safety 



Thousands of first responders 
around the country have signed 
up for freight railroads’ newest 
tool: a mobile phone app called 
AskRail. Launched in 2015, 
the app is designed to prepare 
responders for a rail emergency 
by giving them access to 
information about the contents 
of railcars in the event of a rail 
incident. 


This innovation is an example of the freight rail story. Massive railroad 
investments—$600 billion since 1980—are breeding new technologies that 
make a safe network even safer. 


As Texas and the nation see increased freight rail volumes, with trains carrying 
everything from energy to intermodal, this commitment to safety and 
innovation is paying dividends. The train accident rate has fallen by 79 percent 
since 1980 and by 38 percent since 2000. 

More than 20,000 first responders are trained every year through 
individual railroad efforts and industry programs, like the Security and 
Emergency Response Training Center (SERTC) in Pueblo, Colorado. 

SERTC is a collaboration between the rail industry and the Federal Railroad 
Administration, where responders get hands-on experience with simulated 
hazmat incidents. The center also offers free, web-based training for those who 
cannot attend in person. 

Railroads couple these training opportunities with response planning. 

By participating in state emergency planning committees and working with 
communities to develop their own emergency response plans, freight railroads 
are working to close the knowledge gap about how they operate and how 
communities can prepare. 

Key to this preparation is giving emergency responders the information 
they will need to respond to incidents. That’s where innovations like AskRail 
come in. Knowing what you are dealing with is a first step to knowing how to 
respond. 


Of course, mitigation and response are only part of the equation. Using 
state-of-the-art inspection technology like track geometry cars and 
ground-penetrating radar, railroads are able to spot and address 
potential track defects before they lead to an , 

incident. These innovations make it possible to find 
90 percent of defects, which are largely invisible to 
the eye. 

In 2016, railroads will continue advancing 
innovations that improve the network. 

Multidimensional ultrasonic technology, currently 
in testing, is a sophisticated system that aims 
to identify the remaining 10 percent of track 
imperfections. Unmanned aerial vehicles, or 
drones, are also being tested for use in track and 
bridge inspections. 


Additionally, railroads are working to fully implement 
positive train control, or PTC, on tracks carrying 
hazardous materials or passenger rail traffic—some 
60,000 track-miles. Railroads, software companies, 
signal and switch manufacturers, and construction 
crews have been working since 2008 to invent and 
install this unprecedented technology, which is 
designed to stop a train before certain accidents 
occur. 

Safety is at the core of railroading culture and freight 
railroads will continue to advance innovations that 
make a safe mode of transportation even safer—in 
Texas and across the country. For more information 
on how your first responders can access AskRail, 
visit: http://askrail.us/. 



UN/NAID: UN1267 

WN: petroleum crude oil 

Hazard Class: 3 
Railroad: XYZRR 

Railroad Phone: ( 800 ) 555-1234 
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WHAT BRINGS US TOGETHER AS 
A COMPANY, SETS US APART AS 
AN INSURANCE PROVIDER. 


To our 500 , 000 + member families, THANK YOU. 

Thank you for rating us “Highest Customer Satisfaction Among 
Auto Insurers in Texas.” This is the fifth consecutive year the 
Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies have received an award 
from J.D. Power for auto insurance customer satisfaction. Call 
today for a FREE 360 Review® and see how we have life covered. 


877.FARM.BUREAU 
TXFB-INS.COM 



FARM 

BUREAU 

INSURANCE 0 

AUTO/HOME/LIFE 


Texas Farm Bureau Insurance received the highest numerical score among providers in Texas in the J.D. Power 2012-2016 U.S. Auto Insurance Study. 2016 study based on 44,681 total responses measuring the experiences and 
perceptions of consumers with their auto insurer, surveyed January-March 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. © 2016 Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies. 
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continued from page 7 

The top six forms of cancer in the fire service: 

• +102% of testicular cancer vs. other 
workers 

• +53% chance of multiple myeloma 

• +51% chance of non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma 

• +39% chance of skin cancer 

• +32% chance of brain cancer 

• +28% chance of prostate cancer 

• +22% chance of stomach cancer 

• +21% chance of colon cancer 

Although in my talk I cover all of the above 
and one or two more, I will cover only 
one form of cancer for the sake of brevity: 
multiple myeloma. I chose this form of cancer 
for three reasons: 

1) It is a lifelong blood cancer (i.e., serious) 

2) It is one of the higher probability cancers 

3) It is the form of cancer I contracted and 
with which I am most familiar. 

But first, let’s discuss the stages of cancer. 

There are four stages. 

1. Early detection - in this stage the patient 
has a good chance of recovery. 

2. ‘Smoldering’ - The cancer has progressed 
but hasn’t taken hold (spread) significantly. 
Chance of recovery is still good. 

3. Advanced - More advanced medical 
procedures are typically required and chances 
of recovery are lessened. 

4. Very Advanced - Drastic procedures are 
typically required and probability of recovery 
or survival is substantially reduced. 

So what does this tell us? That it is best for 
the patient to be diagnosed early rather than 
later. What causes the patient to get checked 
earlier? Usually by the patient being aware 
of the fact that something is wrong and 
getting to a doctor ASAP, but the patients 
responsibility does not end there. 

BEING A GOOD PATIENT 

The key to being a good patient is being 
motivated to stay healthy - if not for yourself, 
for your family and friends. Be aware of the 
fact that something is wrong. Get regular 
checkups to insure your health - YOU are 
your primary care person (PCP). Don’t 
focus on being considered a hypochondriac; 
seek medical help when you think there is 
something wrong. Once you see your doctor 
and explain your symptoms, don’t accept 
dismissive answers like: “Your protein level is 
a little high, but it’s no big thing.” Ignoring lab 
results can be hazardous to your longevity. 

MY STORY - THE BEGINNING 

Prior to being diagnosed with cancer, I saw 
my GP (general practitioner) annually. Every 
year I would get blood tests, etc., to insure 
my health was good, but annually I would 
hear the same statement regarding my blood 
work. (Your protein is high and white count 
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is high, but it’s no problem.) I listened to 
that response for almost three years. I finally 
left that doctor for someone better and 
fortunately he listened to me and took my 
case seriously. 

After going to my new GP, I told him that I 
knew there was something wrong with me 
and I wanted to know what it was. I was 
getting sick (like the flu) 3-5 times per year 
for 1-3 weeks at a time. I knew that wasn’t 
normal. After telling him to take all the blood 
he wanted and to get an answer, he finally 
called me after taking three sets of samples. 
That’s when I learned that I had multiple 
myeloma. 

MULTIPLE MYELOMA 

Myeloma (for short) has two common 
symptoms - a weakened immune system and 
bone lesions. Bone lesions appear in an X-ray 
as tiny holes in your skeletal system, which 
weaken your bone(s) and can lead to possible 
fractures. This happens because calcium is 
leached away into the blood stream by the 
cancer. Obviously fractures are not good, but 
the cancer can advance into your immune 
system and can be fatal. The bad news about 
lesions is they aren’t obvious. Unless you 
break a bone, you’ll not know you have a 
problem. 

The second symptom, a weakened immune 
system, is caused by your bone marrow 
not creating the correct proteins in your 
blood. Consequently your immune system is 
compromised and you get sick a lot. If caught 
in a later stage, you can easily be looking at a 
very shortened life span. My oncologist told 
me that if I had come to him much later he 
would have given me six months to live!! 

Because my blood tests were ‘off’, I sought 
medical help from the second doctor. What 
the first doctor did not do is ‘drill down on 
my blood tests. Although my protein counts 
were slightly high, the sub-protein counts 
were way out of whack. If my first doctor had 
done just one more blood test, I would have 
been diagnosed 2-3 years earlier! 

So what does this all mean? It means that 
you are the person to insure you are getting 
the best/right treatment. If a doctor has a 
suspicion that you have cancer, they might 
take a little more effort to find a potential 
problem. That’s where you come in again. 

The vast majority of doctors do not know that 
first responders are exposed to dangerous 
chemicals and gases, nor are they aware of the 
carcinogens in them. In short, they are not 
aware of your increased level of risk. You need 
to inform them. And, the typical GP isn’t an 
oncologist. Unless he’s had cancer cases, he’s 
probably only had limited exposure to the 
subject. 

Don’t be afraid of talking to your doctor. As 
a patient you are caught between being a 
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hypochondriac and a dummy. If you go to 
the doctor too early, you’re a hypochondriac. 
If you go too late, you’re a dummy. It’s your 
choice. But it is key that you educate your 
doctor. If he knows your situation, he should 
be less likely to see you in the wrong light and 
be more cautious when dealing with your 
complaints. 

One serious point to consider is that myeloma 
is not curable - yet. Although new drugs are 
coming out every year with new approaches 
to improving the status of the disease, we’ve 
only gotten to a lower rate of residual disease. 

SURVIVAL ATTITUDE 

Younger people typically see themselves as 
impervious, as steel, and bullet-proof - which 
obviously is not true. Here again you are the 
key to your survival. Think smart and you live 
longer. Play the ‘hero and tough guy’ and you 
may not be around long. 

Many of the cancers mentioned in the studies 
do not even exhibit themselves until you are 
in your 60s, ie. retired!! (Now isn’t that a nice 
way to spend your ‘golden years’?) A great 
deal of effort is being expended to find more 
accurate tests for cancer and to diagnose 
patients earlier. But again, you are the one 
that has to go to the doctor to get those tests 

- or not. 

To exacerbate the fireman’s personal situation, 
too often firemen face being turned down 
for work related medical care after they 
are retired. The argument is typically that 
you cannot prove that your cancer is work 
related. Although there are ‘presumptive laws’ 
(which exist in Texas), you could still face 
being turned down by your jurisdiction (city, 
county, etc.). This situation puts you in a place 
where you have to face dealing with your 
medical condition and to find a way to pay for 
your care - on your own. Not a pretty sight. 

AVOIDING EXPOSURE 

The following are key precautionary steps to 
take to help insure not being overly exposed 
to carcinogens. 

- Don’t rely on gas detectors to determine 
PPE use. 

- Wear PPE while near fire or smoke! 

- What you can’t see will kill you! 

- Overhaul is the worst period of firefighting 
because there is less heat to burn chemicals 
and particles. 

- If not wearing your SCBA, wear a mask with 
good filters. 

- Wash your head cover after every fire if 
possible. 

- Inspect each other (teammate) after 
operations - look for soot on exposed skin. 

- Wash up ASAP - clean your face, head, 
and neck. Sweat increases assimilation of 
carcinogens. The level of absorption into your 
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skin increases 400% for every 5 degrees of 
skin temperature increase! 

The above are just a few of the obvious 
precautions. Your department should be 
looking for every possible way to reduce your 
exposure. 

THE FUTURE 

The good news is the fire service is learning 
and finding good/better ways to protect their 
people. However, people will be people. If 
your leadership is not demanding safety in 
the field, you should escalate that apathy to 
a higher level until your (and your buddies’) 
health is prioritized. 

Equipment such as SCBA is being made 
available as new and improved technology 
is invented, but it won’t be much help if you 
don’t use it so ensure that you do and that 
your pastner does, too. Watch out for your 
buddies. Hopefully they’ll do the same for 
you. 

Lastly, medicine and technology are 
improving annually. In the case of myeloma, 


for example, a new test is being implemented 
which will detect its existence in your 
body long before you would ever have any 
recognizable symptoms. 

A crazy discovery was made last year (2015): 
The venom in the sting of the Brazilian wasp 
will kill cancer cells!! Not all cells, just cancer 
cells! Of course this is in the discovery and 
verification stage and may not be in use for 
a few years, but these kinds of discoveries 
give us hope for survival in the future. We 
need brave people around to save the homes 
and lives of their neighbors, but we also need 
people around who will watch over those 
brave first responders. 

Again, although this may seem like a longer 
article, the class takes a lot longer to present 
and covers more information. Hopefully you 
have found this article useful. 

Contact 

If your department has a need for a talk on this subject, 
please contact SFFMA to get in touch with me. Hopefully 
well reduce cancer exposure and improve the survival rate of 
our first responders. ■ 


IN MEMORIAM 

LODD 

WINKVFD 

Cody Slaughter September 7, 2016 

NON-LODD 

Cat Spring VFD 
Luis Mata 

Harmony VFD 

Randall Covington 

Liberty Chapel FD 
Kalyn Moore 

TEEX 

Billy Marquis 

Terrell VFD 

Frank Horton September 27, 2016 
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Do you wish your department had the 
opportunity to provide more realistic training 
to its members? Would your members be 
more confident in their abilities? Would 
they be able to provide more efficient and 
professional service to the citizens for whom 
they swore an oath to protect? Could this 
increased amount of functional training allow 
them to be fit for duty and give them a better 
chance to avoid a sudden cardiac event, which 
is the number one cause of Line of Duty 
Deaths in the fire service? 

AND.what if you accomplish all of this 

while saving wear and tear on expensive 
equipment, keeping valuable resources in- 
service and ready for deployment, and saving 
the department and tax payers money?! 

NOW YOU CAN WITH 
BlastMask! 



BlastMask Training Regulators attach to your 
face piece and simulate real-world SCBA 
breathing without draining your tanks, or 
your budget. Constructed from a durable 
thermoplastic polymer resin that’s processed 
for high-impact resistance and strength 
typical of football and motorcycle helmets. 
They’re designed to be tough so you can 
train like its real, anytime, anywhere, and be 
tactically fit when it counts. 

PREPARE TO GO THROUGH 
HELL AND BACK. 
PARTICULARLY THAT 
LAST PART. 

More than 50% of line-of-duty deaths 
and 30% of firefighter injuries can be 
attributed to stress, overexertion and a 
general lack of fitness. BlastMask enables 
you to conduct multiple training and fitness 
exercises (with and without SCBA packs) 
that can dramatically improve your tactical 
preparedness. 

As your familiarity with equipment increases, 
so does confidence and performance. 
BlastMask is an effective and ideal tool 
for firefighter recruitment, physical ability 
testing, and orientation. 


SAVING LIVES IS WHAT 
IT’S ALL ABOUT. 
SAVING MONEY IS 
AN ADDED BONUS. 

BlastMask makes a positive impact on your 
budget and resources. Fire service fitness 
initiatives have shown a decrease in lost 
workdays by 28%. What’s more, every dollar 
spent on uniformed personnel wellness 
returns over two dollars in occupational 
injury and illness costs. 

BlastMask also saves the manpower and 
time it takes to refill SCBA bottles, keeping 
resources ready for real emergencies. Not 
to mention, it decreases wear and tear on 
expensive SCBA regulators. 




YOU ALREADY TRAIN HARD. 
NOW TRAIN YOUR LUNGS OFF. 

In the line of duty, an SCBA regulator and 
pack weight reduce V02 max (maximal 
oxygen consumption) by 14.9% - primarily 
from the regulator. Additionally, peak power 
output and SP02 (oxyhemoglobin saturation) 
are decreased by the regulator alone. Training 
in a face piece and pack alone does not reduce 
V02 max, peak power output and SP02. 

Training with and without BlastMask 
Training Regulator: 


SCBA PACK ONLY 

X 

4.8% 

BLASTMASK 
(W/O SCBA PACK) 

V 

13.1% 

BLASTMASK 
(WITH SCBA PACK) 

V 

14.9% 

SCBA ON AIR 

V 

14.9% 


BlastMask training regulators allow you the 
ability to train anytime, anywhere, without 
taking front-line equipment out-of-service. 

The BlastMask is perfect for: 

SCBA orientation, mazes, firefighter removal 
drills, search drills, hose evolutions, vent 
props, ladder evolutions, forcible entry 
practice, confined space evolutions, tower and 
high-rise evolutions, and any other drill that 
your department wishes to conduct that is 
NOT in an IDLH atmosphere. 

100% GRANT FUNDED! 


Photo Credit top to bottom: Cody Pilgrim, 
Ryan Dosman, Andy Weldon 


To make it even better, the BlastMask is now 100% grant funded to departments (up to 
$8000) under the “Training Aid” category of the Texas Forestry Service’s Rural Volunteer Fire 
Department Assistance Program (HB 2604). To view more information, research, product 
reviews and where to purchase, visit our website: www.blastmask.com 


https://www.facebook.com/FitForTheFire https://www.instagram.com/fitforthefire https://twitter.com/FitForTheFire 
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SFFMA Member Benefits 


As a firefighter, you spend your time protecting 
others, how about protecting yourself? A 
lifetime of savings can be wiped out from 
treating cancer, a heart attack, or even a 
stroke. Your member benefits also give you 
access to an accident policy and life insurance. It 
never hurts to see how affordable coverage can 
be. Get a FREE no obligation quote on what your 
SFFMA member rates would be. 


800.258.7041 


Benefits made 
available through 


Association Member 
' Benefits Ad vis ors 


0VFIS 

OF TEXAS 

VFIS of Texas and Texas Mutual Insurance Company are 
pleased to sponsor a need-based grant program for fire 
departments and non-profit EMS organizations in Texas. 

Grants will be awarded to reimburse departments for: 

1) 2017 individual member certification dues/fees, 

2) Travel costs to attend training, and/or 

3) Health/Wellness programs. 

Grants up to $5,000 will be awarded based on financial 
need and are intended to encourage all departments to 
participate in certification, training and health/wellness 
programs to prevent emergency responder deaths and 
injuries. Departments will need to apply for the grant, 
expend the funds and then send in copies of receipts 
and proof of training attendance in order to receive the 
grant funds. Grant application deadline is 
December 31, 2016. 


TfiXRSMumal 

Insurance Company 


2017 EMERGENCY 
RESPONDER SAFETY, 
TRAINING & WELLNESS 
GRANT APPLICATION 
PERIOD NOW OPEN! 


http://TINYURL.COM/VFISGRANT PHONE: 800.252.9435 









MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 


Membership in SFFMA Includes 

- $2,000 AD&D and $5,000 LODD policy 

- State legislative representation 
-Two printed publications: 

Texas Firefighter Magazine and InfoFire 
Magazine 

- E-InfoFire Newsletter, special notices 
(online) 

- Record retention, proof of SFFMA 
certification and training (if applicable) 

- Retail and discounted services (see below) 

AUTO RENTAL DISCOUNTS 

Association Member 
' Benefits Advisors 

Association Member Benefits Advisors 
(AMBA) 

Now it's easy to rent and save with exclusive 
member rates! Choose from a large selec¬ 
tion of cars, vans and SUV's, available at any 
of our convenient airport or neighborhood 
locations. Think'member benefits'when you 
reserve a rental car for business or pleasure! 

AVIS 

Avis: AWG#G725000 

Call: 800.331.1212 or www.avis.com 

^Budget 

Budget: BCD X925500 

Call: 800.527.0700 or www.budget.com 

UM£ 

Hertz: CDP# 1860896 

Call: 800.654.2210 or www.hertz.com 

CELLULAR PHONE DISCOUNTS 

at&t 

AT&T - SFFMA members now receive 24% 
off monthly service charges for qualified 
plans as a member of the Savvik Buying 
Group. 

cu wireless 0 


Sprint 

Sprint - SFFMA members receive 23% off of 
select plans. Primary account holder must 
be SFFMA member. Everything Unlimited 
plan is not eligible for this discount. 

T • -Mobile 

T-Mobile - Switch to T-Mobile and your fam¬ 
ily's early termination fees will be covered 
when you trade in your devices—up to 
$650 per line. So you can experience fast, 4G 
LTE network with no annual service contract 
and no overage charges. 

COMPUTER DISCOUNTS 



Apple Discount - Members qualify for pre¬ 
ferred pricing on some of the latest Apple 
products and accessories. 

Please identify yourself as an "AMBA" 
member when calling. Not all products are 
eligible for preferred pricing. 

Phone: 1-800-MY-APPLE (692-7753) or 
http://store.apple.com/us/go/eppstore/ 
amba Code: AMBA 



Dell Computer - Association members 
are eligible for discounts on Dell comput¬ 
ers. Members use a unique association ID 
discount number when placing an order to 
receive the discount. 

Phone: 866-257-4711 or www.dell.com/epp 
Code: PS95750248 


DINING DISCOUNTS 




Cuwireless - Discounted Cell Phones & No 
Commitment Plans. Plans start as low as $9 
per month, no activation fees, no commit¬ 
ment plans, free and low cost phones are 
both available. 

Phone: 877.818.3656 www.cuwireless.com 


* 


solavei 


Solavei - No contract, no hidden fees, just 
$49 a month for unlimited voice, text and 
data. Add three people to your Solavei 
Network and earn $20 a month! 


MyAMBAdining.com - Enjoy dining out? 
Exploring local eateries? 

AMBA and Restaurant.com have teamed 
together to offer members exclusive dining 
discount cards for use on Restaurant.com. 


HOTEL DISCOUNTS 



HOTELENGINE™ 


Hotel Engine - Members of SAVVIK Bying 
Group are now eligible to receive a compli¬ 


mentary membership to Hotel Engine - an 
exclusive hotel booking program offering 
deeply discounted rates at thousands of 
hotels across North American and Europe. 

Hotel Engine offers an Intuitive booking 
platform with 24/7 assistance to help you 
find the best hotel at the lowest possible 
cost. Visit www.hotelengine.com/join/sffma 



LaQuinta Inn & Suites - SFFMA members 
can get up to 25% off their nightly rate 
by providing unique promo code when 
presenting their SFFMA ID card at check-in. 
Offer varies based on location, participation 
and availability. 

Code: SFFMA10 or AMBA www.lq.com 

cheapdlstay 

Cheap-O-Stay - Promotions vary through¬ 
out the year. Visit Cheap-O-Stay website and 
sign up for their email discounts. 

SUPPLEMENTAL PLANS 



Association Member Benefits Advisors 
(AMBA) - Dental & Vision Plans; Long-term 
Care/ Home Health Care Insurance; Medi¬ 
care supplement Insurance; Cancer, Heart 
& Accident Insurance; Final Expense Whole 
Life & Guaranteed Acceptance Life Insur¬ 
ance; Tax-Deferred Annuity; American Hear¬ 
ing Benefits (AHB); MetLife Auto & Home 
Owners'Insurance; Life-saving emergency 
assistance from home or while traveling 
(MASA); Nationwide Pet Insurance 
More information can be found at https:// 
www.myambabenefits.info/sffma 


Affac 

Aflac (Supplemental)- Reduce the out-of 
pocket expenses caused by hospitaliza¬ 
tion or accidents. Aflac pays cash benefits 
directly to you! 

More information can be found at http:// 
espinosaagency.com 

*$)*AFBA 

Armed Forces Benefit Association (AFBA) 

- AFBA honors the mission set forth by 
its founders—to promote the welfare of 
its members and their families. AFBA is 
honored to provide SFFMA membership 
a sponsored NO COST, $5,000 benefit as a 
thank-you for your community service. 
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 


They have been tasked out of DC to contact 
every Emergency Provider (ESP) in the state 
to brief their personnel. Starting June of 
2014, AFBA will reach out to the FIRE CHIEFS 
of every member department and schedule 
agency briefings. Please contact AFBA and 
schedule an agency briefing/enrollment. 
More information can be found at http:// 
www.afbatx.org/sffma-afbatx 


(AIR EVAC 
UFETEAM 


Air Evac Lifeteam - AirMedCare Network 
providers can provide financial peace of 
mind for you and your family while extend¬ 
ing this vital service to the community. 

http://www.airmedcarenetwork.com/ 


7 AmeriDoc- 


Ameridoc - Call a doctor while on the road 
or traveling; no denials or application, im¬ 
mediate coverage nationwide. Ask about 
life/disability benefits. Phone: 877.870.4447 
Ext. 8 


California Casualty 

WE AMERICAN HEROES 

California Casualty - Find the best value 
in auto insurance with California Casualty. 
Call now for a free, no-obligation rate quote! 
Special firefighter program available! 
Contact: Brandon Watson 
Phone: 866.477.7423 
Email: bwatson@calcas.com 
www.calcas.com 



National Volunteer Fire Council - Become 
a member of NVFC to take advantage of an 
increased AD&D and LODD benefit, member 
access to NVFC website and resources, and 
discounts. Join NVFC for $15 a year/per 
member, includes $10,000 AD&D and LODD 
benefits. Email: membership@sffma.org 

0VF1S 

OF TEXAS 

VFIS of Texas (WinStar Insurance Group) 

- SFFMA's longstanding partner and benefit 
provider. Any fire department insurance 
need can be fulfilled with VFIS's extensive 
coverage packages that include accident & 
sickness insurance, liability, property, etc. 
www.vfistx.com 

TRAINING DISCOUNTS 

TARGEISQ-UTIONS 

TargetSolutions is the ultimate online train¬ 
ing management system for fire depart¬ 


ments. Delivers training hours that meet 
SFFMA and TCFP requirements, as well as 
EMS continuing education that meets Texas 
Department of State Health Services. Track 
all training hours and compliance tasks. 
SFFMA members are eligible for a 20 per¬ 
cent discount! Contact: Robbi King 
Phone: 713.701.9298, Email:robbi.king@ 
targetsolutions.com, http://learn.targetsolu- 
tions.com/SFFMA 


TRAVEL DISCOUNTS 


.AM BA | »_ 

travelpep 


AM BA Travel PERX brings the best values in 
vacations to association members. 

Special offers are available on fantastic 
cruises, resorts and escorted tour vacations 
to the Caribbean, Mexico, Panama Canal, 
Europe, Alaska, South America, and Asia. 
Phone: 1.800.480.4080 or visit www.AMBA- 
travelPerx.com 


cheaptilair® 

Travel the world for less. 

Cheap-O-Air - Save $10-$25 off your airfare 
if bought through CHEAP-O-AIR website. 
Discounts vary, promotions are differ¬ 
ent each month. To receive discount visit 
CHEAP-O-AIR website and sign up for their 
emails. 


cruise 

& VACATION ° 


Cruise and Vacation Benefits provides the 
lowest available pricing on all of today's 
top cruise brands, worldwide escorted 
tour companies and more than 600 resort 
properties. You will receive a 4% vacation 
reward on the base fare of your trip and will 
also have access to special bonus offers on a 
monthly basis. Phone: 855-577-9497 



HEROES 

vacation club 


Heroes Vacation Club - This is a unique, 
space-available vacation, condominium, 
hotel, and resort program exclusively for 
current and retired government employees 
and now open to our association mem¬ 
bers! Space-available condos are located 
worldwide and available for $349 if booked 
online! www.heroesvacationclub.com 


Orlando 

Employee Discounts 
1-888-632-1103 


Orlando Employee Discounts - Universal 
Studios Tickets - Experience all the Super 
Attractions at Universal Studios from Marvel 


Super Hero Island to Doctor Dooms Fearfall. 

- Holiday Inn Lake Buena Vista 

- Orlando vacation home 
http://www.orlandoemployeediscounts. 
com/member-login/ 



Six Flags 
Fiesta Texas 

SAN ANTONIO 

Six Flags Fiesta Texas (San Antonio) - 

SFFMA members never have to pay retail 
again for admission to Six Flags Fiesta Texas. 
SFFMA general admission is $35.99 for 
members. http://tinyurl.com/SixFlagsSFFMA 

OTHER BENEFITS 

fl Assets InOrder 

Your Legacy Lockbox 

Assets In Order - This online service is 
256-bit encrypted, equal to security levels 
used by banks. Includes 1 GB of storage 
of any important information your family 
might need in case of your passing. SFFMA 
members get a free 1 -year Legacy Lockbox 
Heritage Membership! Phone: 888.840.1213 
w w w.a s s ets i n o rd e r.co m/sff m a 



The BAKFlip® Tonnea Cover / truck bed 
cover is the newest generation of hard, 
folding, multi-panel tonneau cover! Enjoy all 
the security of a locking hard tonneau cover 
and have instant access to your entire truck 
bed! SFFMA members receive $75 off of 
your purchase. Limited to one per customer. 
Email: membership@sffma.org 



Best Buy - As a member of the Savvik 
Buying Group, Best Buy Business account 
will offer additional savings on items that 
you use everyday. Your purchases can be 
shipped direct to your location or picked up 
at any of our stores nationwide, www.sffma. 
org/benefits 



SFFMA Bereavement Program offers savings 
on funeral/cremation products and services. 
Discount based on the arrangements made 
through a Dignity Memorial service pro¬ 
vider in your area. 
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GRAINGER 


Grainger - You can now buy all of your gear 
and work clothing items at national contract 
prices. This program has already been com¬ 
petitively bid and awarded to services, but 
is also available to all fire personnel in Texas. 



EFG 

ELITE FINANCING GROUP 


Elite Financing Group, LLC (Real Estate 
Services) - This Texas-based lender goes 
above and beyond to meet your mortgage 
needs.They provide professional service 
and take care of all their clients. Let them 
be a part of your home loan process and 
see why people love doing business with 
Elite Financing Group! - Purchase of a home. 
Conventional Loan, FHA Loan, VA Loans 
Refinancing, Down Payment 
Assistance 

Contact: Jorge Aldrete Phone: 512-699- 
5267, Fax:512-532-0840 



Lighthouse Uniform Company - Bereave¬ 
ment Uniform Program - Departments 
and individuals donate surplus Class A 
uniforms to Lighthouse Uniform Company, 
and they refurbish them to offer at NO COST 
to families and departments that want to 
honor their fallen in a traditional way. This 
collective effort helps us ensure that anyone 
who ever lived as a firefighter, gets to rest 
for an eternity as a firefighter. Learn more 
about this program here. 

Contact: Steve Cohen 
Phone: 800-426-5225 



month for SFFMA members (and it covers 
your whole family). Legal Shield now offers 
additional member benefits and discounts. 

www.legalshield.com/info/sffmatx 



MedeStat 


MedeStat - This is a free service that aims to 
reduce the cost of health care by providing 
important information vital to a patient's 
health via specialized QR code system. If 
you know you have a special medical condi¬ 
tion, take medication, or have food allergies, 
this free QR program could save your life! 

It can even store your emergency contact 
information. SFFMA members are encour¬ 
aged to use the free basic service to create 
their own Medestat label. Medestat also has 
upgraded products that can be updated 
remotely. www.MedeStat.com 

STAPLES 

Business Advantage' 

Staples - Business Advantage - You can 

take advantage of our national contract 
price for your own personal use! There are 
thousands of high volume items discount¬ 
ed! You must register for online ordering. 
http://www.savvik.org/Vendors-And-Dis- 
tributors/Vendors/Staples 

Stream Eneigy 

Stream Energy/PowerUp! Program - Low¬ 
er your energy costs by switching your pro¬ 
vider to Stream Energy and you may receive 
discounts on your monthly bill! Check if 
Stream Energy is an energy provider in your 
area. Enroll in the PowerUp! Program and 
see how you can save big. If you are already 
a Stream Energy customer, please contact 
our representative and let him know. 
Contact: Ajax Daugherty 
Phone: 214.766.7056 
Email: Ajax@ajaxpower.com 


LegalShield - Low-priced legal advice and 
protection! LegalShield gives you the power 
to talk to an attorney about any personal 
legal issue. Whether it's big, small or some¬ 
where in between, your LegalShield pro¬ 
vider law firm will be there to offer advice or 
assistance on a variety of issues. They offer 
advice, consultation and representation. 
Membership even includes attorney fees in 
trial defense services (see plan for details). 
This is a monthly membership, $18.95/ 


# Texas 

Fire Facilities Fund 

Texas Fire Facilities Fund 

TFFF is dedicated to providing the most 
cost-effective financing and expertise to 
fund your fire station and equipment. 
Phone: 800.883.1199 

www.govcap.com 

(mention SFFMA membership) 


SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Below is an alphabetical listing of current 
SFFMA Sustaining Members. Sustaining 
Membership is available to any company 
interested in exhibiting at the SFFMA Annual 
Conference & Convention. Please keep these 
companies in mind when purchasing new 
apparatus, equipment and services. 

A 

Advanced Rescue Systems 

WILLIAMS, BRYAN 
3459 FM 36 S 

Caddo Mills,TX 75135-6773 

Phone: 903.527.3841 

Email: advancedrescue@hotmail.com 

AG-Meier, Inc. 

HAYS, BILLY 
920 East 6 th Avenue 
Belton, TX 76513-2712 
Phone: 979.451.3855 
Email: fireami@vvm.com 

Akron Brass Co. 

LEWIS, RICK 
PO Box 86 

Wooster, OH 44691-0086 
Phone: 800.228.1161 
Email: rlewis@akronbrass.com 

Allied Breathing Air, LLC 

CONGER, JOE 

4518Texana Drive 

Baytown, TX 77523 

Phone: 713.828.5911 

Email: joe.conger@alliedba.com 

American Signal Corporation 

RIESELBACH, ROB 

8600 W. Bradley Rd 

Milwaukee, Wl 53224-2816 

Phone: 800.243.2911 

Email: rrieselbach@americansignal.com 

Applied Force Technologies 

WATKINS, BOB 

2409 Colleen Dr 

Pearland, TX 77581-5403 

Phone: 832.289.2135 

Email: bob@appliedforcetech.com 

B 

Buckstop Truckware Inc. 

HARTFIELD, SHAWN 

2734 SW High Desert Dr. Ste 105 

Prineville, OR 97754-9412 

Phone: 503.554.0001 

Email: shawn@buckstop.biz, 

sladamsl 988@yahoo.com 

C 

California Casualty 

ALMEIDA, LISA 
PO Box M 

San Mateo, CA 94402-0080 
Phone: 800.964.3903 ext. 5920 
Email: bwatson@calcas.com 

Casco Industries 

MURRAY, RAYMOND 
607 W 62 nd St 

Shreveport, LA 71106-2913 

Phone: 800.551.8787 

Email: raymond@cascoindustries.com 

Chief Fire & Safety Co. Inc. 

PAYNE, RICHARD 
927 S 4th St 

Chickasha, OK 73018-4655 
Phone: 405.224.2596 
Email: rpayne@chieffire-safety.com 
Consolidated Traffic Controls, Inc. 

AYERS, DAVID 

1016 Enterprise Place 

Arlington,TX 76001-7140 

Phone: 817.265.3421 

Email: president@ctc-traffic.com 
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D 

Daco Fire Equipment Co 

DOBMEIER, GARRETT 
PO Box 5006 
Lubbock, TX 79408-5006 
Phone: 806.763.0808 
Email: garrett@dacofire.com 

Del Mar College - 
Regional Fire Academy 

THIEME, WALTER 
101 Baldwin Blvd 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-3805 
Phone: 361.698.1724 
Email: wthieme@delmar.edu 

DH Sales Group LLC 

HOLLINGSWORTH, KAREN 
PO Box 5680 
Lago Vista, TX 78645 
Phone: 512.267.7747 
Email: dhlagol 01 @aol.com 

E 

Extraco Insurance 

RICE, JUDY 
18 S Main Street 
Temple, TX 76501-7652 
Phone: 254.774.5905 
Email: jrice@extracobanks.com 

F 

Farrwest Environmental Supply 

BROWN, TRAVIS 

108 Commercial Place 

Schertz, TX 78154 

Phone: 210.566.1857 

Email:tbrown@farrwestenv.com 

FD International, Inc. 

CLIFTON, Jeff 
1129 Underwood Rd. 

Aledo, TX 76008-2458 
Phone: 817.578.1224 
Email: jeff@fd-intl.com 

Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc. 

JOHNSON, MIKE 
PO Box 249 

Holden, LA 70744-0249 

Phone: 225.567.7100 

Email: mike.johnson@ferrarafire.com 

Fire in Texas 

GOTHARD, RONNIE 
1334 Sharon Ln 

Sulphur Springs, TX 75482-5509 

Phone: 903.438.0300 

Email: dedee@fireintexas.com 

FireEMS Academy 

NGUYEN, Mary 
1451 W Cypress Creek Rd. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309-1961 
Phone: 415.735.2980 

Email: mary.nguyen@praetoriandigital.com 

FIREHOUSE Solutions - A Xerox Company 

LIPSKI, GINA 
13 Alice Dr. 

Highland, IL 62249 
Phone: 618.334.8167 
Email: gina@mjrogersinc.com 

Firehouse Trophies and Gifts 

MORGANS, KAY 
12525 Skyline Dr 
Jenks, OK 74037-4917 
Phone: 918.528.6119 
Email: morgansk@cox.net 

G 

Government Capital Corporation 

WHITINGTON, DREW 

345 Miron Dr 

Southlake,TX 76092-7826 

Phone: 800.883.1199 

Email: drew.whitington@govcap.com 


H 

Hall-Mark Fire Apparatus Texas LLC 

2805 Singleton 
Rowlett, TX 75088 
Phone: 800.922.4142 

Hazard Control Technologies, Inc. 

LYNCH, SCOTT 
150 Walter Way 
Fayetteville, GA 30214-3999 
Phone: 469.316.1173 
Email: slynch@hct-world.com 

Heavenly Insoles 

MCADAMS, CURTISS 
116 Silverleaf Dr. 

Fort Worth, TX 76112-1129 

Phone: 817.673.0543 

Email: curtiss@heavenlyinsoles.com 

Hoyt Breathing Air Products 

HOYT, PETE 
PO Box 653 

Quinlan, TX 75474-0011 
Phone: 903.447.3385 
Email: Ihoyt4033@aol.com 

I 


lamResponding.com 

SEIDBERG, DANIEL 
PO Box 93 

Syracuse, NY 13214-0093 

Phone: 315.701.1372 ext. 23 

Email: dseidberg@emergencysmc.com 

Industrial Safety Training Council 

PHILP, JIM 

324 N Memorial Fwy 
Nederland, TX 77627-7150 
Phone: 409.833.2378 
Email: jim@istc.net 

Insurance Services Office, Inc. 

BRADLEY, PHILLIP 

8911 N Capital of Texas Hwy Ste 2110 
Austin, TX 78759-7200 
Phone: 512.440.9914 
Email: pbradley@iso.com 

J 

Jacobs-Weber, Inc. 

HULL, PATRICK 
PO Box 67 

Yoakum, TX 77995-0067 
Phone: 361.293.3557 
Email: phull@jacobs-weber.com 

John Wright Associates, Inc. 

WRIGHT, JOHN 
1111W Abram St. 

Arlington, TX 76013-7324 
Phone: 817.459.2001 
Email: jill@johnwrightassoc.com 

Jones and Bartlett Learning 

ROONEY, BRIAN 
5 Wall St FI. 3 

Burlington, MA 01803-4700 
Phone: 978.579.8154 
Email: brooney@jblearning.com 

K 

Kimco Services, Inc. 

KIMMEL, ROY 

103 Oyster Creek Dr # 3 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566-4157 

Phone: 979.297.9246 

Email: kimco@kimco-services.net 

Knapheide Truck Company 

PIKE, TIM 

398 N Interstate 35 Service Rd 
Red Oak, TX 75154-4248 
Phone: 972.617.3770 
Email: tpike@knapheide.com 


Knox Company 

KEY, JASON 
1601 W Deer Valley Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85027-2112 
Phone: 623.687.2300 x 505 
Email: jkey@knoxbox.com 

L 

La Quinta Hotel Management 

ORZE, KATIE 

3401 South Lamar Blvd Apt 3205 
Austin, TX 78704-2660 
Phone:972.505.4530 
Email: katie.orze@laquinta.com 

Legal Shield (The Wilson Group) 

WILSON, MANLEY 
505 Homestead Rd. 

Kyle, TX 78640 

Phone: 512.667.7213 

Email: manleywilson@austin.rr.com 

LION 

MISHLER, MICHELLE 

7200 Poe Ave Ste 400 

Dayton, OH 45414-2798 

Phone: 937.898.1949 

Email: mmishler@lionprotects.com 

M 


Medic-CE.com 

EZZEDDINE, RICHARD 
PO Box 540141 
Houston, TX 77254-0141 
Phone: 877.458.9498 
Email:mcesales@medic-ce.com 

Metro Fire Apparatus Specialists, Inc. 

MINTON, JIM 
17350 SH249 Ste 240 
Houston, TX 77064 
Phone: 281.517.0911 
Email: jminton@mfas.com 

Modular Management Group Inc. 

BURCHFIELD, LEE 

PO Box 1229 

Fort Worth, TX 76101 

Phone: 817.740.9767 

Email: lburchfield@mmginc.info 

Municipal Fire Apparatus Specialists 

FARRELL, JAMES 

PO Box 4405 

McAllen,TX 78502-4405 

Email: municipalfire@hotmail.com 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 

MCDONALD, MARCIE 

9430 Research Blvd., Bldg 2 #300 

Phone: 512.691.0065 

Email: mmcdonald@mdausa.org 

N 

National Fire Safety Council 

COOK, LINDA 
PO Box 378 

Michigan Center, Ml 49254-0378 

Phone: 517.764.2811 

Email: conventions@nfcd.org 

Neel Fire Protection Apparatus 

LEDNICKY, CLAY 
1118 Interstate 35 N 
Waco, TX 76705-2834 
Phone: 800.433.3402 
Email: neel@texnet.net 

P 

Powell & Leon LLP 

NICHOLS, COLBY 

115 Wild Basin Rd Ste 106 

West Lake Hills,TX 78746-3305 

Phone: 512.494.1177 

Email: cnichols@powell-leon.com 


Progressive Intelligence Technologies 

TROTTER, JASON 

PO Box 499 

lndianola,IA 50125 

Phone: 866.492.3218 ext. 2030 

Email:jtrotter@prointeltech.com 

S 

Safety and Fire Education Training 

TITTEL, DEACON 
PO Box 830 

Highlands,TX 77562-0829 
Phone: 281.932.0891 
Email: safet4u@gmail.com 

Scott Safety 

ROBERTSON, MARK 
1618 Ash Meadown Dr. 

Houston, TX 77090-2352 

Phone: 281.537.0570 

Email: marobertson@tycoint.com 

Sharp Testing Services, Inc. 

SHARP, STEPHEN 

9506 Miller Rd 

Magnolia,TX 77354-3434 

Phone: 281.356.1235 

Email: ssharp@sharptesting.com 

Shell Pipeline Company LP 

BARKER, PHILLIP 
404 Jefferson 
Pasadena, TX 77506-3145 
Phone: 713.423.3382 
Email: phillip.barker@shell.com 

Siddons-Martin Emergency Group 

GIVLER, KIRK 

14233 Interdrive W 

Houston, TX 77032-3323 

Phone: 800.784.6806 

Email: kgivler@siddons-martin.com 

State Association of Fire & 

Emergency Districts 

AVERY, CLIFF 
PO Box 676 

Pflugerville, TX 78691-0676 
Phone: 512.251.8101 
Email: safed@texas.net 

Steele Fire Apparatus 

STEELE, BILL 

247 US Hwy 380 West 

Haskell, TX 79521 

Phone: 940.864.2208 

Email: bill@sfabrushfiretrucks.com 

Stovetop Firestop (Williams Pyro, Inc.) 

SHACKELFORD, CARTER 
200 Greenleaf Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76107-1471 
Phone: 817.870.8044 
Email: cshackelford@stfs.com 

T 


Target Solutions 

DETWILER, CORY 

10805 Rancho Bernardo Rd Ste 200 
San Diego, CA 92127-5703 
Phone: 858.376.1619 
Email: cory.detwiler@targetsolutions.com 

Task Force Tips 

TAYLOR, SHERRY 
3701 Innovation Way 
Valparaiso, IN 46383-8395 
Phone: 219.462.6161 
Email: sherry.taylor@tft.com 

Texas811 

SIMS, JIM BOB 

11880 Greenville Ave, Ste 120 
Dallas,TX 75243-3568 
Phone: 972.415.1379 
Email: jimbobsims@texas81 l.org 

Texas Farm Bureau Casualty 
Insurance Company 

7420 Fish Pond Rd 
Waco, TX 76710-1010 
Phone: 800.772.6535 
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T 


The Carlton Law Firm, PLLC 

CARLTON, JOHN 

2705 Bee Caves Rd Ste 200 

Austin, TX 78746-5843 

Phone: 512.614.0901 

Email: john@carltonlawaustin.com 


The Danielle Dawn Smalley 
Foundation 

MARTIN, SHEILA 

999 W US Highway 175 

Crandall, TX 75114-2003 

Phone: 972.472.6500 

Email: sheilamartin@smalleyfnd.org 


The Law Office of Mark Smith, PLLC 

SMITH, MARK 
6419 Larrycrest Dr 
Pearland, TX 77584-9720 
Phone: 281.489.3934 
Email: mark@jmsmithlaw.com 


TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool 

CHAFIN, TAMARA 
PO Box 149194 
Austin, TX 78714-9194 
Phone: 512.491.2372 
Email: tchafin@tmlirp.org 


TrainingDivision.com 

MOFFITT, JULIA 

10300 FM 1902 

Crowley, TX 76036-5606 

Phone: 817.297.4450 

Email: julia@trainingdivision.com 


V 

VFIS of Texas 

(WinStar Insurance Group)) 

MARZEAN,BARBARA 
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301 
Austin, TX 78731-1626 
Phone: 512.448.9928 
Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com 

W 

Westex Welding Co./Westex 
Custom Fire Apparatus 

BRADBURRY, CURTIS 
210 Cottonwood Rd 
West, TX 76691-1801 
Phone: 254.826.5343 
Email: cbradburry@westexfire.com 

Wildfire Truck & Equipment Sales 

EVANS, David 
5313 Big Six St 
Alvarado,TX 76009-5181 
Phone: 888.452.2701 
Email: rene@wildfiretruck.com 


TO BECOME A SUSTAINING 
MEMBER OF SFFMA, 
CONTACT GABI GLASS AT 
EVENTS@SFFMA.ORG OR 
CALL 512.454.3473 EXT. 102. 


SFFMA CUSTOMER SERVICE 


Our office recently went through some personnel changes 
and at this time we are short 3 staff members. Our 
membership coordinator, certification assistant, and 
administrative assistant/international liaison positions are 
vacant and will be re-evaluated by the Executive Board in a 
workshop in November. 

If you or your department has not received your 
department's membership certificate, membership cards 
or certifications, and it has been a while since you turned 
in the paperwork, PLEASE let me know! You are our 
customers/members and we are here to support you. 

I apologize if anything has been overlooked in the past. 
You may email me directly at chris@sffma.org with any 
issues. 

Please be patient with us as our staff is sharing additional 
workloads. We also have several big projects we are rolling 
out this fall, including the upgraded certification program, 
the annual magazine, and 2017 dues invoices. Our staff 
of 5 are working hard to address all correspondence and 
phone calls in a timely fashion and we will do our best to 
meet your needs quickly. 

If you should have any concerns please let me know. 

Thank you. 


Chris Barron 
Executive Director 


BEFORE YOU DIG 



“Sometimes you develop a passion for something because of some 
personal experience .” The author of that quote is Francis Collins, 
the director of the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Maryland. And its absolutely true that a personal experience can 
lead to a lifelong passion. 

No doubt you became a firefighter because you felt a calling, a 
need to serve your community. Or perhaps, it was because of 
some personal experience you had as a child, young man or young 
woman. 

For the past two years, its been my privilege to spread the word to 
Texans about the states non-profit “call 811 before you dig” entity - 
Texas811 and the 811 system - how its a free service, how it helps 
prevent underground damages, how it could possibly save lives. 
And I’ve been speaking to that issue from the heart as Texas811’s 
manager of media and PR. A personal experience over 30 years 
ago shaped me for what I’m doing today. More on that in a 
moment - first, though, I need to give you some history. 

I was born in East Texas, very near the 1930’s oil boom town 
of Kilgore. As a child, I remember seeing derricks lit up with 
Christmas lights. Oil and gas were - and still are, to a degree - the 
lifeblood of East Texas. 

I also learned at a very early age what that rotten egg smell in the 
air meant. Natural gas. More specifically, natural gas flavored with 
a dose of mercaptan. Across the globe, this is one of the few things 
every nation agrees on along with the fact that the week has 7 days 
and a day has 24 hours. Smell that odor anywhere, and it’s a gas 
leak. 

As a child, I had no clue about mercaptan. Had I even known, 

I doubt I could have pronounced it. However, I’m proud of my 
heritage as a fifth generation Texan, and I enjoy learning about my 
area of the state. 

Imagine my surprise when I found that the reason for mercaptan 
originated in East Texas. And then imagine my horror when I 
found out why. Go back to the year 1937. The Great Depression 
still gripped the nation, but in New London, Texas, gas and oil 
were pumping out dollars. The big East Texas oil field had been 
brought in by wildcatter “Dad” Joiner in 1930. Drilling the “Daisy 
Bradford Number 3” well, where his mule-harnessed portable 
rig sled had broken down, he hit the big one. The boom brought 
unprecedented riches and growth to what had been a quiet rural 
area of East Texas. Oil money paid for a new school building 
in New London, built at a cost of one million dollars. The New 
London high school football team was the first in the nation to 



New London school 
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DON’T LET HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF 

by Scott Finley, Texas811 


play night games in an illuminated stadium. 
Everyone was working, everyone was making 
more money than ever before - but fate was 
preparing to strike out the side. Strike one 
occurred when a large basement space was 
enclosed beneath the building. 

Originally meant to house a boiler and 
steam distribution system, that idea 
was scrapped by the school board in 
favor of the use of over 70 gas heaters 
throughout the building. Gas was cheap, 
and plentiful, so it’s hard to fault the 
reasoning. What happened next, though, 
bordered on negligence. The school 
board dispensed with their natural gas 
contract in early 1937. Instead, they had 
plumbers cut a tap into the Paradise 
Gasoline Company’s residue gas line. 

The reasoning was to save money. The 
school was not the only entity to do this. 
Many others in the area did the same - 
the reasoning being that the natural gas 
that came out of the ground with the oil 
was considered to be a waste product 
and was going to be burned off anyway, 
so someone might as well get some use 
out of it. That was strike two. As first 
responders, you know that natural gas is 
odorless in its natural state. Can’t see 
it, can’t smell it. So no one noticed that 
gas had been leaking into the school 
basement from the irregular tap of waste 
product. 

On March 18, 1937, an electric tool was 
turned on in the school basement shortly 
after 3 p.m.. Strike three. 



New London school after the explosion 


Stunned eyewitnesses reported that 
the roof blew off the building and then 
came crashing back down. 

The walls bulged out, followed by a 
catastrophic building collapse. 


Two miles away, a two ton concrete block 
broken and hurled by the blast crushed a 
parked car. 


JL 



Had it happened an hour later, the 
building would have been mostly empty. 
Close to 600 students and 40 teachers 
were inside. Nearly 300 were killed or 
would later die from injuries. 80 years 
later, the blast still remains the deadliest 
school disaster in our nation’s history. 

A fresh young cub reporter from United 
Press International was one of many 
covering the story. He later said that "I 
did nothing in my studies nor in my life to 
prepare me for a story of the magnitude 
of that New London tragedy, nor has any 
story since that awful day equaled it." 
Telling words from the man who went on 
to cover World War II and broke the news 
to the nation that President Kennedy had 
died-Walter Cronkite. 

The Texas Legislature, moving with 
unprecedented speed, mandated that 
mercaptans be added to natural gas to 
make leaks more easily noticed. This 
simple idea proved its worth in East 
Texas, and quickly to the world. 

However, it’s important to remember 
that not all natural gas is odorized. You 
cannot always detect it by smell alone. In 
some situations, the odorant may not be 
detectable. So, always use known, working 
and calibrated gas monitors. 

Having grown up with this knowledge of 
something so terrible happening so close 
by, I developed a healthy respect for the 
oil patch-which is why what I’m telling 
you next is so important. 

About 35 years ago, I was also a cub 
reporter. East Texas was my first 
assignment. And the oil field was my first 
education. I heard the scanner chatter 
about an accident in an area I knew to be 
very remote, very rural and very hard to 
find. The first responders were already on 


the scene when I drove up to what 
could have been any other wellhead/ 
Christmas tree fenced-off area, with 
one notable exception: The backhoe, 
the burned and blackened backhoe. 
And still sitting in the driver’s seat, 
the burned and blackened body of 
the operator, staring ahead of him 
with holes where his eyes used to 
be at the bucket still caught in the 
buried and now ruptured gas line. 
Since then, I’ve done a lot of things 
and seen a lot of things in my career, 
but like Cronkite, I wasn’t in the least 
prepared for what I saw that day. 

That’s my personal moment. That’s 
why getting the 811 word out is so 
important to me and to Texas811. 
Texas811 will take over 3 million 
incoming underground line locate 
requests in 2016. The call to 811 
is free, and so is the subsequent 
locating service. 

First responders are a huge part of 
our effort to get the 811 word out. 
You’re out in the public, you’re out 
in your community. Whether you 
are big city or volunteer, wherever 
you go, whatever you do, please talk 
about 811 and its importance. 

A New London tragedy should never 
happen again. What I saw should 
never happen again. 

For more information on 811 in 
Texas, please visit our website: 
www.texas811.org 
And help us make a difference. 
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TFS GRANT RECIPIENTS 


2016 TEXAS A&M FOREST 
SERVICE RURAL VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE 




Joy VFD 


Junction VFD 


Hudspeth County ESD#1 


PROGRAM GRANT RECIPIENTS 


Texas a&m 

Forest Service 


Stratford VFD 


Dilley VFD 


Steele Creek Acres VFD 
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TFS GRANT RECIPIENTS 




Mildred VFD 





a _a 

Wheeler VFD 



Ogburn VFD 



Petrolia VFD 


Texas A&M Forest Service is committed to protecting lives and property through the Rural Volunteer Fire Department Assistance 
Program, a cost-share program funded by the Texas State Legislature and administered by Texas A&M Forest Service. This program 
provides funding to rural VFDs for the acquisition of firefighting vehicles, fire and rescue equipment, protective clothing, dry- 
hydrants, computer systems and firefighter training. 
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RESIDENTIAL FIRE SPRINKLERS - 
WHY THE CONTROVERSY 


by Rusty Kattner 

Residential fire sprinkler systems have 
been around for a number of years now. 
Scottsdale, Arizona was probably the first 
municipality in the early 80s to require these 
systems city wide. The use of ordinances 
requiring residential fire sprinklers has 
grown ever so slightly over the years. The 
International Code Council (ICC) took a 
controversial step, to move the residential 
fire sprinkler component for the 2009 
International Residential Code (IRC) 
from the appendices to the body of the 
code, effectively requiring residential fire 
sprinklers for all new construction without 
having to adopt an ordinance specifically 
for residential fire sprinklers. This move 
was spearheaded largely by the fire service 
but strongly opposed the Home Builders 
Association (HBA). Since 2009, the HBA 
has gone state to state and offered up laws 
through state legislatures to limit or out¬ 
right ban local jurisdictions from adopting 
residential fire sprinkler ordinances. 

Texas was no different. The HBA went to 
Texas Legislature during the 2009 session 
and succeeded in convincing our legislators 
to prohibit the ability through Home Rule 
for municipalities to adopt residential fire 
sprinkler ordinances. While the stand- alone 
bill prohibiting such ordinances did not do 
well, they were able, through Representative 
Otto, to amend a bill from the plumbers 
that would have allowed a master plumber 
to install multi-purpose sprinklers without 
having to be licensed by the state fire 
marshal. The plumbers bill did not change 
because they can still install these systems 
without being licensed by the state fire 
marshal, but the bill was amended by adding 
a small paragraph that states: 

“Subchapter K. Regulation by Certain 
Political Subdivisions: Sec. 13-1.551 (i) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of state 
law, after January 1, 2009, a municipality 
may not enact an ordinance, by-law, 
order, building code, or rule requiring the 
installation of a multipurpose residential fire 
protection sprinkler system, or any other 
fire sprinkler protection system in new 
or existing one- or two-family dwellings. 

A municipality may adopt an ordinance, 
bylaw, order, or rule allowing a multipurpose 
residential fire protection sprinkler specialist 


or other contractor to offer, for a fee, the 
installation of a fire sprinkler protection 
system in a new one- or two-family 
dwelling.” 

In my opinion this bill is rather unique in 
that it was retroactive back to January 1, 
2009. If you don’t know, most bills signed 
by the governor usually go into effect 
upon his signature or on September 1, 
rarely are they retroactive, but this bill was 
retroactive back to January 1, 2009. There 
were a number of municipalities who had 
adopted their ordinances or the effective 
date of the ordinance after January 1, 2009 
and their ordinances were voided. There 
was not a mad rush by municipalities to 
get them adopted. Most had worked hard 
on the ordinances for months prior to 
the beginning of 2009 while others gave 
a grace period allowing the ordinances to 
be effective after January 1. In either case, 
municipalities and fire departments worked 
hard to get them adopted only to have them 
voided. 

Since 2009, the fire service has gone to the 
legislature to try and get this law overturned 
or amended to no avail. The HBA lobby 
is strong and our legislators listen to their 
cries. So why all the controversy about 
residential fire sprinkler systems? Well, the 
HBA believes that lives won’t be necessarily 
be saved by sprinklers. They believe that 
smoke detectors will do more to save lives 
than residential fire sprinklers. The fact is 
smoke detectors do save lives. The sad thing 
is that 80% of fire deaths occur in homes, 
many don’t have working smoke detectors. 
Smoke detectors generally don’t last more 
than 10 years and must be replaced. It has 
been documented that children often don’t 
respond to the beeping sound of their smoke 
detector. While we can not deny that smoke 
detectors save lives, residential sprinklers 
will do so much more to protect lives. 

They also believe that residential fire 
sprinklers are a consumer choice and should 
not be regulated. The fact is that home 
builders are not and will not promote and 
install residential fire sprinkler systems in 
new homes unless they are told to do so, 
either by the consumer or by some type of 
law. When Nita and I were looking to build 
a new home 12 years ago we were told by 


many builders that I would have to install 
the sprinkler system after we closed on the 
house. In fact, I offered to come in on a 
weekend and install the system so as not to 
interfere with their other trades and I was 
told by the builder he would pull it out on 
Monday. So, being a consumer choice just 
isn’t going to work because the home builder 
will not promote them and the consumer 
would much prefer to have upgrades on 
carpets, countertops, etc. 

So here some facts about residential fire 
sprinkler systems: 

Scottsdale, Arizona has had residential fire 
sprinkler systems for new construction 
since the 80s. A study was done after about 
20 years. Scottsdale had over 40,000 homes 
with sprinkler systems. They had ZERO fire 
deaths during the study period in homes 
with sprinkler systems, while in homes 
not protected 13 fire deaths occurred. The 
average loss in unsprinklered homes was 
$45,000 while in sprinklered homes the 
average loss was $2,200 including water 
damage and $20 million in property loss was 
saved. 

Water damage seems to be the consumer’s 
greatest concern. The reality is that water 
flowing from one sprinkler head is 13- 
20 gpm, depending on the coverage. We 
calculate for only two heads discharging 
water, so if two heads were to discharge, 
the flow would be no more that 40 gpm. 
Now, compare that to a hose line advanced 
by the fire department, that flow would be 
between 100 - 200 gpm, but what is really 
significant is water damage from hose lines. 
A fire requiring a hose line to be deployed 
has already done significant damage by 
the fire alone, therefore water damage isn’t 
really an issue. The consumer’s concern is 
what happens when head opens up to flow 
water. There will be water damage but no 
more than that from a water heater leaking, 
a broken water pipe or a busted washing 
machine hose. Further, the likelihood 
of a sprinkler system discharging water 
accidentally is far less likely than that from 
the domestic water system. 

Here in the Villages we had three fires 
resulting in a sprinkler system discharge. 

In each incident the fires were essentially 
extinguished before our arrival and 
water damage was minimal. I recall two 
incidents: one was on Thanksgiving Day 
and month later on Christmas Eve. The fire 
on Thanksgiving Day was in a new house 
built in 2000, but the building permit was 
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issued prior to the effective date of the 
sprinkler ordinance so the house was not 
protected. The end result was the fire got 
into the attic and burnt the roof off of the 
house. The owners were unable to stay in 
the house and most of their belongings were 
either damaged by the fire or water. The fire 
on Christmas Eve was in a house that was 
protected. The fire was extinguished by one 
sprinkler head prior to the fire department 
arrival, and the family was able to celebrate 
Christmas the next day in their home. 

Home builders will tell you that cost is just 
too high. I remember hearing HBA tell our 
legislators that $8.00 per ft2 would not be 
uncommon. The reality is the cost is much 
less. Here in the Villages the cost is between 
$1.40 and $2.00 per ft2, depending on the 
contractor and the design of the home. On 
average, the cost of a sprinkler system will be 
about 1% of the cost of the home. Our cost 
in the Villages is somewhat higher because 
all our homes are custom and have structural 
features not commonly found in tract 
homes. I suspect that tract homes would 
be much lower because the floor plan is 
repeated throughout the subdivision which 
would reduce design cost. 

As firefighters we know that working 
structure fires will reach flashover in less 
than 5 minutes and the expected response 
times hover around 5 minutes as well. So 
when we arrive at a structure fire, we fully 
expect the fire to have flashed before we 
get there. That means anyone in the house 
probably will not survive. Further, the risk 
of injury or even death of the responding 
firefighters is much greater. Now, in a home 
protected by a fire sprinkler system, the 
fire does not have an opportunity to reach 
flashover because the sprinkler system 
has prevented the ceiling from reaching 
flashover temperatures. Most sprinkler 
systems discharge water at about 1550F, so 
one could assume the ceiling temperature 
probably won’t be much higher. We can 
actually demonstrate this with a side by 
side prop where we set identical fires in two 
different compartments, one protected and 
one not protected. In the demonstration 
the compartment not protected will reach 
flashover in less than 3 minutes, while the 
protected compartment never gets anywhere 
near flashover and the fire is usually 
extinguished by the sprinkler system. 

Given that the legislature says we can not 
adopt ordinances and the home builders will 
not promote residential sprinklers, what can 
we do? Well, one thing is for sure, we can 


not set back on our laurels and hope for the 
best. The fire service has to get out there and 
promote residential fire sprinklers just as we 
did in the 70s with smoke detectors. 

First, we must always be diligent with our 
legislators. We have to present legislation 
during every legislative session that will 
reverse what was done in 2009. Keep in 
mind that the HBA will be just as diligent 
to keep what they have. During the last 
legislative session, Chief Parr and I met with 
the HBA lobbyist to try and get some kind of 
change to the current law. I will tell you they 
have absolutely no desire to change any part 
of the current law and will do everything in 
their power to stop any change to the law. 

So our task will difficult, but we must be 
persistent. 

Secondly, we must begin to educate our 
citizens on the benefits of residential fire 
sprinklers. More importantly we must dispel 
what they see on TV and in the movies. I 
am constantly asked “if one goes off will all 
of them go off” or “will my smoke detector 
make them go off” and so on. We all know 
these answers but how often do we convey 
the answers to the public? For me, I end 
every presentation with short talk about 
residential fire sprinklers, dispelling what 
people believe. Even children who tour 
the Village Fire Department are given 
information on residential fire sprinklers. 

We must do a better job of educating our 
public about residential fire sprinklers 
because if we don’t, who will, the HOME 
BUILDER!!!! 

Thirdly, each municipality must promote 
residential fire sprinklers by offering 
incentives to offset the cost of the systems, 
albeit a minimal cost. Such incentives 
could include increased hydrant spacing, 
reduced street widths, fire apparatus access 
increases, turn-around alternatives, reduced 
water supply requirements, decreased lot 
sizes and set backs, water meter upgrades 
without added cost, promote multipurpose 
systems and so on. Multipurpose systems 
will not add another trade for a builder 
because plumber can install them. All these 
incentives put money into the developers 
and builders pockets and we must seize this 
opportunity. 

The task is daunting for sure, but given our 
circumstances, we have no other choice. It 
is entirely in the hands of the fire service to 
make a difference. Our efforts will be long 
term, but I firmly believe that in time we will 
make changes and make our communities 
fire safe. 



I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the membership of SFFMA for 
electing me mascot at the convention in 
McAllen. I look forward to seeing every¬ 
one this next year as I visit district meet¬ 
ings around the state and raise money 
to support MDA. I hope that you will 
choose to help me as I strive to support a 
great organization like MDA. Thank you 
again and I will see you soon. 

Sincerely, Your State Mascot, 

Ashlynn Wobus 



I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone who supported me 
in my run for 4th Vice President of this 
great association. Over the past year as I 
traveled I renewed many friendships and 
discovered new friends. I look forward 
to working with the Executive Board and 
the Austin staff to make the fire service of 
Texas better than ever before. Without the 
help and guidance of you, the members, 
we could not get our job done. Again, 
thanks, and if you ever have an issue you 
feel you need to discuss ,or if you just 
want to pass the time, please feel free to 
contact me at 817-659-6902 of email me 
at vanwinkler@cityofalvarado.org 

Richard Van Winkle 
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FIRE INSPECTION 
AND CODE 
ENFORCEMENT 

EIGHTH EDITION 



RESCUE MANUAL | 



Plans Examiner 
for Fire and Emergency 
Services 

Second Edition 


, 0 ! 



Live Fire 
Training 

Principles and Practice 
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SFFMA is a leader in sales of firefighter training libraries across the state of Texas. 
Call today to let us design a custom package that’s perfect for your department. 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE AVAILABLE 

RURAL VFD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM GRANTS FOR TRAINING LIBRARIES. 


For more information call 800.580.7336, email sales@sffma.org or place your order online at www.sffma.org. 
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Call (866) 582-FIRE (3473) 
www.govcap.com 
info@govcap.com 


Financing available for: 

• Land acquisition 

• Equipment & bunker gear 

• Stations & Facilities 

• Apparatus of all kinds 


Financing Services: 

• Debt restructuring & analysis 

• Fleet management strategies 

• Combined interim & permanent 

• Benefits all SFFMA members 


GOVERNMENT CAPITAL 


Put Our Expertise To Work For You 


EXCLUSIVE FINANCING 
PROGRAM FOR 
SFFMA MEMBERS 


Needham Fire & Rescue 


Dilley VFD 


Texas 

Fire Facilities Program 


Hamilton VFD 


State Firefighters’ & Fire Marshals’ Association 


Government Capital Corporation (“GCC”) is providing the information contained herein for informational purposes only. In providing this information, GCC: (1) is acting for its 
own financial and other interests that may differ from yours; (ii) is not acting as your municipal advisor or financial advisor and has no fiduciary duty to you in connection with 
these materials; and (iii) is not recommending any action with respect to the information contained in this document. 
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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 

McAllen Fire Department, Edinburg Fire Department, 
Pharr Fire Department, 

Rio Grande Valley Firefighter s & 

Fire Marshals Association, 

Frankie Joe Salinas, RC Flores 
Lt. Gabriel Espinoza, Lt. Michael Luna — Photography 
TEEX Staff — Training and AV equipment 
SFFMA Executive Board & Staff 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

All Committee Members & Attendees 
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California Casualty 

WE PROTECT AMERICAN HEROES 


SPECIAL COVERAGE FOR YOUR 
CLASSIC CAR 

Whats your dream car? Maybe it’s a 69 Camaro Z28, a 70 
Chevelle SS 454, an old GTO, or possibly a Shelby Cobra. If 
you’re lucky, it’s more than a dream and it’s parked in your 
garage. You call her your baby and you bring her out on 
special occasions or for a sweet cruise in the summertime. 
Driving it brings back memories of simpler times and you 
love the looks of others as the gleaming chrome catches 
their eyes as you pass by. In fact, investors are paying a 
pretty penny for the cars from our or our parent’s youth. 
Owners of classic and collector vehicles know their vehicles 
require lots of tender loving care. They need special main¬ 
tenance, they need to be washed and waxed, and they have 
to be stored in a safe, dry location. But many may not know 
they also need special insurance coverage to protect their 
full value. 

While standard auto insurance is based on actual cash 
value and depreciation, collector policies are based on the 
stated or agreed value of the vehicle (between you and the 
insurance company) and what it would cost to replace or 
repair it. This protects your investment, especially since the 
worth of many collector cars continues to climb. Collector 
auto insurance policies offer the same coverage options as 
standard auto policies: liability, collision and comprehensive 
and medical pay. 

If the insurance is better, you’d think it would cost a lot 
more. However, collector car insurance typically costs less 
than standard auto insurance because classic and collector 
vehicles are usually driven less and are considered a better 
risk. However, these policies often come with restrictions: 

• That the vehicle must be stored in a locked, safe garage or 
storage facility 

• The vehicle is at least 15 or 25 years old 

• Limits on the miles it can be driven 

• It is not used as a regular commute vehicle 

• That all drivers have a clean driving record 

Don’t make the mistake of not insuring your collector 
vehicle because you store it or drive it so seldom. Classic car 
auto insurance pays the agreed value if the vehicle is dam¬ 
aged in a fire or flood, during transportation or if it is stolen. 
It also covers the higher cost of repairs if someone scratches 
the paint or chrome, or steals a specialty part. 

There are many choices to insure your classic vehicle. Cali¬ 
fornia Casualty provides collector vehicle insurance through 
our partner Condon Skelly. Unlike most classic insurance 
providers, Condon Skelly does not limit mileage or require 
seasonal coverage, while still offering competitive rates. 
California Casualty is ready to help keep your beautiful 
baby protected and on the road. Contact one of our advisors 
today to arrange insurance for your classic or collectable car 
at 1.800.646.5690 or visit http://www.calcas.com/. 

This article is furnished by California Casualty, providing 
auto and home insurance to Texas firefighters since 2010. 
Get a quote at 1.800.800.9410 or http://www.calcas.com/ 
SFFMA 
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DEPARTMENT TRAINING - LINN SAN MANUEL VFD 




Vote 


33 YEARS INDUSTRIAL FIREFIGHTING 
26 YEARS MUNICIPAL FIREFIGHTING 


flVP 

Trh 


CHUCK 
RICHARDSON 


FIRE CHIEF - WILD PEACH VFD 


Certified: Master Firefighter (SFFMA), Industrial Emergency 
Response Specialist (TEEX), Fire Protection (OSU), 

Fire Protection Specialist, Multiple ProBoard Certifications, 
Licensed Paramedic 

SFFMA: EMS Committee Member, Certification Board Member 

(Assistant Zone 6), Associate Member of the Speaker Selection 
Committee, Former Member of Texas Industrial Emergency 
Services Board (member for 9 years) 

Past President: Gulf Coast Firefighters Association, 

Brazoria County Firefighters Association 

Commissioner: Brazoria County Emergency Services District #2, 
Brazoria County Fire Training Center 

TEEX Guest Industrial Instructor (18 years) 

Contact: sffma2017@gmail.com 
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2016 PHOTO 
CONTEST 
WINNERS 


BEST IN SHOW 

Jack Garcia 
Jourdanton FD 


FIRE RELATED ACTS 



1 st Place 

Gary Arnett - Mustang VFD 

LIFE SAVING ACTS 



1 st Place 

Jack Garcia - Jourdanton FD 



2 nd Place 

Stephanie Thresher - Briaroaks FD 



3 rd Place 

Brady McGee - Santa Fe F/R 




2 nd Place 

Xavier Garcia - Pleasanton FD 


3 rd Place 

Lauralee Veitch - Community VFD 


EDUCATION & PUBLIC SAFETY 




1 st Place 2 nd Place 

Angela Kendrick - Potter Co. FR Curtis Brown - Dalhart FD 



3 rd Place 

Stephanie Thresher - Briaroaks FD 
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Casco Industries, Inc. 

1920 Rankin Road Suite 155 
Houston, TX 77073 
Local Office No. 281-443-0999 

Toll Free - 800-307-0930 


Casco Industries, Inc. 

1517 W. Carrier PKWY, Suite 118 
Grand Prairie, TX 75050 
Local Office No. 972-522-0800 

Toll Free - 888-643-3473 


www.cascoindustries.com 











COMMITTEE LISTINGS 



2016/2017 SFFMA COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

for the latest and most updated committee rosters visit www.sffma.org 


TEXAS A&M ADVISORY BOARD 


John Kiracofe 

Jollyville FD 

10901 El Salido Pkwy 

Austin, TX 78750-1413 

Mike Montgomery 

Harris County Fire Marshal's Office 
2318 Atascocita Rd 
Humble, TX 77396-3503 

Keith Russell 

Westlake Chemical 
2290 Callahan Rd. 

Longview, TX 75602-7623 

Bill Gardner 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 


Member (until 2017) 

Phone: 512.258.9058 
Fax: 512.258.1837 
Email: jkiracofe@jvfd.org 

Member (until 2018) 

Phone: 281.436.8000 
Fax: 281.436.8025 

Email: mike_montgomery@itc.coharris.txus 

Member (until 2019) 

Phone: 903.242.7657 
Email: krussell@westlake.com 

Member (until 2020) 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Email: bgardner@leandertx.gov 


CERTIFICATION BOARD 



Brian Scheffer 

Brenham FD 

101 N Chappell Hill St 

Brenham, TX 77833-3323 

Edwin Baker 

Stockdale FD 
602 S 7th St 

Stockdale, TX 78160-6031 

Ubaldo Perez 

Edinburg FD 

2609 San Alejandro St 

Edinburg, TX 78539-6971 

Will Rains 

Hardin County ESD #2/ 
Lumberton Fire & EMS 
228 Country Lane Dr. 
Lumberton, TX 77657-6804 

Patrick Dooley 

Henderson FD 
1604 Slaydon St. 

Henderson, TX 75654-4246 

Mick Mofiitt 

Joshua FD 

1066 Saint Andrews 

Burleson, TX 76028-6332 

Nate Mara 

Decatur FD 
1705 S State St 
Decatur, TX 76234-2745 

Clay Deatherage 

Albany VFD 

3709 US Highway 180 E 

Anson, TX 79501-2807 

Billy Tidwell 

Ralls FD 
PO Box 242 

Crosbyton, TX 79322-0242 

VACANT 


Zone 1 

Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311 
Email: bscheffer@sffrna.org 

Zone 2 

Phone: 830.3911713 
Fax: 830.996.1366 
Email: ebaker@sffma.org 

Zone 5 

Phone: 956.381.4552 
Fax: 956.289.1853 
Email: uperez@sffma.org 

Zone 7 

Phone: 409.755.6031 
Email: wrains@sffma.org 


Zone 8 

Phone: 903.658.2906 
Fax: 903.657.5329 
Email: pdooley@sffma.org 

Zone 9 

Phone: 817.881.2840 
Fax: 817.645.3174 
Email: mmoffitt@sffma.org 

Zone 10 

Phone: 940.389.4148 
Email: nmara@sffma.org 


Zone 11 

Phone: 325.823.3614 
Fax: 325.762.3849 
Email: clayd@sffma.org 

Zone 12 

Phone: 806.777.5393 
Fax: 806.253.0027 
Email: wtidwell@sffma.org 

Zone 13 


Gary Williams 

Pasadena FD 
4302 Blind River Dr 
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118 

Frankie Marcinkiewicz 

Cat Spring VFD 
11438 Newberg Rd 
Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183 

R.J. Thomas 

Ingleside VFD 
3190 Rebecca St 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649 


Chairman/Zone 6 

Phone: 713.248.3688 
Email: gwilliams@sffma.org 

Vice Chairman/Zone 3 

Phone: 979.530.8992 
Email: frankm@sffina.org 


Secretary/Zone 4 

Phone: 361.776.7422 
Fax: 361.775.1186 
Email: rjthomas@sffma.org 


Brent Allen 

Ballinger FD 
PO Box 227 

Ballinger, TX 76821-0227 

Scott Garris 

Pleasanton FD 
114 W Adams St 
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3502 

VACANT 

Paul Loeffler 

Fort Davis FD 
PO Box 1407 
Alpine, TX 79831-1407 


Zone 14 

Phone: 325.365.3907 
Fax: 325.365.5612 
Email: ballen@sffma.org 

Zone 15 

Phone: 830.570.0166 
Email: sgarris@sffma.org 

Zone 16 
Zone 17 

Phone: 915.837.2635 
Fax: 432.837.3395 
Email: ploeffler@sffma.org 
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Andy Dexter 

Klein FD 

6510 Moccasin Bend Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379-4882 


Zone 18 

Phone: 281.960.1736 

Fax: 281.376.4432 

Email: adexter.sfFma@gmail.com 


Shawn Snider 

Edinburg FD 
2804 Chateau St 
Edinburg, TX 78539-7057 


Member 

Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 


Curtis Brown 

Dalhart FD 

110 Denrock Ave 

Dalhart, TX 79022-2622 

Cary Roccaforte 

TEEX-ESTI 

PO Box 40006 

College Station, TX 77842-4006 

Steven Carter 

6521 Bluebonnet Pkwy# 403D 
McGregor, TX 76657-3678 

Mike Richardson 

Decatur FD 
1705 S State St 
Decatur, TX 76234-2745 


Zone 19 

Phone: 806.244.5454 
Fax: 806.249.0277 
Email: cbrown@sffma.org 

TEEX Representative 

Phone: 979.862.1335 
Fax: 979.845.0506 

Email: cary.roccaforte@teex.tamu.edu 

Texas A&M Forest Service 
Representative 

Phone: 254.519.5439 
Email: scarter@tfs.tamu.edu 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 940.393.0230 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: mrichardson@sffma.org 


Richard Van Winkle 

Alvarado FD 
PO Box 296 

Alvarado, TX 76009-0296 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 817.790.3859 
Fax: 817.783.6505 

Email: vanwinkler@cityofalvarado.org 


Kevin Creamer 

Staff Liaison 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 ext. 103 

Fax: 512.453.1876 

Email: kcreamer@sffma.org 


COMBINATION DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE 


Richard Van Winkle 

Alvarado FD 

PO Box 296 

Alvarado, TX 76009-0296 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 817.790.3859 

Fax: 817.783.6505 

Email: vanwinkler@cityofalvarado.org 

Tim Gothard 

Anna FD 

PO Box 519 

Anna, TX 75409-0519 

Member 

Phone: 469.525.8548 

Fax: 972.924.2772 

Email: tgothard@annatexas.gov 

Jason Scheel 

La Vernia FD 

12235 US Highway 87W 

La Vernia, TX 78121-5862 

Member 

Phone: 210.818.8312 

Fax: 830.779.1729 

Email: laverniachief@gmail.com 

Lanny Armstrong 

Pasadena FD 

2005 S Fisher Ct 

Pasadena, TX 77502-5544 

Member 

Phone: 713.475.5554 

Fax: 713.473.0524 

Email: larmstrong@ci.pasadena.tx.us 

Lynn Bizzell 

Fredericksburg FD 

124 W. Main Street 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-3708 

Member 

Phone: 830.997.5603 

Fax:930.997.3918 

Email: lbizzell@fbgtx.org 

Greg Rosenberry 

no information available 

Member 

no information available 


Michael Richardson 

Decatur FD 

608 County Road 4460 

Decatur, TX 76234-8138 

Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 
Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 940.393.0230 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: mrichardson@sffma.org 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 


CONFERENCE TRAINING & SPEAKER 
COMMITTEE 


Cary Roccaforte Chairman 

TEEX-ESTI Phone: 979.703.4838 

2121 Nuches Ln Fax: 979.674.6520 

Bryan, TX 77803-1986 Email: cary.roccaforte@teex.tamu.edu 


Brian Scheffer Co-Chairman/Central TX District 

Brenham FD Phone: 979.337.7300 

101 N Chappell Hill St Fax: 979.337.7311 

Brenham, TX 77833-3323 Email: bschefFer@cityofbrenham.org 


Mike Montgomery 

Harris County Fire Marshal's Office 
2318 Atascocita Rd 
Humble, TX 77396-3503 

Gerald Weniger 

McQueeney FD 
PO Box 215 
Seguin, TX 78156-0215 

Danny Hurt 

Pleasant Grove FD 
4786 FM 3129 S 
Bloomburg, TX 75556-4020 

Chuck Richardson 

Wild Peach FD 
PO Box 1108 
Brazoria, TX 77422-1108 

Mark Wobus 

Bastrop FD 
PO Box 252 

La Grange, TX 78945-0252 

Roy Mercer 

2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln 
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105 


Ubaldo Perez 

Edinburg FD 

2609 San Alejandro St 

Edinburg, TX 78539-6971 


Co-Chairman/Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.436.8167 
Fax: 281.436.8025 

Email: mike_montgomery@itc.co.harris.tx.us 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.822.1188 

Fax: 830.557.6702 

Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 870.571.9279 

Email: dannyhurt@netzero.com 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 979.319.1963 
Email: chuckl620@yahoo.com 


Central Texas District 

Phone:512.321.5550 
Email: mwobus@cityofbastrop.org 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853 
Email: uperez@sffma.org 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 832.473.5414 
Fax: 281.239.8725 
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com 
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CONFERENCE TRAINING & SPEAKER 
COMMITTEE CONTINUED 


Frankie J. Salinas 

Edinburg FD 
821 Park Cir 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7306 
Tim Smith 
West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.219.3916 

Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: ijsalinas@cityofedinburg.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: wcfd9751@hotmail.com 


Gabi Glass 

Staff Liaison 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 ext. 102 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: gglass@sffma.org 


CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 


Dennis Gifford 

Labelle-Fanette FD 
115 Candlewick Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291 


Chairman/East Texas District 

Phone: 409.658.3919 

Fax:855.538.3362 

Email: dennismgifford@aol.com 


Cary Roccaforte 

Galena Park FD 
2121 Nuches Ln 
Bryan, TX 77803-1986 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.703.4838 
Fax: 713.674.6520 

Email: cary.roccaforte@teex.tamu.edu 


Louise Watts 

303 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 


Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.875.9239 

Fax: 830.996.1607 

Email: louisewatts50@hotmail.com 


Ruben Balboa 

Harlingen FD 
22099 Amistad Rd 
Harlingen, TX 78550-1953 

Frankie J. Salinas 

Edinburg FD 
821 Park Cir 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7306 

Maricruz Tovar 
Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

William Crawford 

Huffman FD 
PO Box 1877 

Channelview, TX 77530-1877 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.216.5700 

Fax: 956.430.6672 

Email: rbalboa2615@yahoo.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.219.3916 

Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: fjsalinas@cityofedinburg.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.383.5661 
Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: mtovar@cityofedinburg.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.324.4646 

Fax: 281.324.3881 

Email: asstchief@huffmanfire.org 


Donald Shoemaker 

Lake Jackson FD 
54 Juniper Ct 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566-5002 

Marc Nichols 
Gilmer FD 
5232 Gorilla Rd. 

Gilmer, TX 75644-5007 

Van Fowler 

Telico VFD 

700 Lone Oak Rd 

Ennis, TX 75119-0356 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 979.266.8560 
Fax: 979.285.0368 
Email: firel5s@aol.com 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.240.3574 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: ur4002@yahoo.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.878.2083 

Fax: 972.878.2083 

Email: 1969fowler@gmail.com 


Rodney Ryalls 

Burkburnett FD 

2050 Holman Rd. 

Burkburnett, TX 76354-5400 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.569.2683 

Fax: 940.569.4192 

Email: rryalls@msn.com 

Richard Harmon 

Cameron Gardens FD 

1841 FM 171 

Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.867.7837 

Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com 

David Luedeke 

SFFMA Past President (2004) 
Needville FD 

PO Box 132 

Needville, TX 77461-0132 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 979.793.6821 

Fax: 979.793.7255 

Email: chief700@consolidated.net 

Harvie Cheshire 

1100 Merry Oaks Dr. 

College Station, TX 77840-2607 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 979.862.7440 

Fax: 979.458.0649 

Email: harvie.cheshire@teex.tamu.edu 

Tim Smith 

West Carlisle FD 

PO Box 98044 

Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: wcfd9751@hotmail.com 

Gabi Glass 

Staff Liaison 

PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 

Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 ext. 102 

Fax: 512.453.1876 

Email: gglass@sffma.org 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

Danny Hurt 

Pleasant Grove FD 

4786 FM 3129 S 

Bloomburg, TX 75556-4020 

Chairman 

Phone: 870.571.9279 

Email: dannyhurt@netzero.com 

Teri Parkison 

Latium Wesley Greenvine FD 
7550 FM 2502 

Brenham, TX 77833-7616 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.836.6946 

Email: lwg.9012@yahoo.com 

Joachim Bruhn 

La Grange FD 

302 Country Club Dr. 

La Grange, TX 78945-5715 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 979.968.5805 

Fax: 979.968.5743 

Email: jpaulbruhn@gmail.com 

Tom Bell 

Ingleside VFD 

PO Box 61 

Ingleside, TX 78362-0061 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.776.7422 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: tbell6217@yahoo.com 

Dayna “Bert” Hill 

Mathis VFD 

202 Lake Shore Dr. 

Mathis, TX 78368-3415 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.678.1155 

Email: berthill5733@gmail.com 

Buck Stevens 

PO Box 462 

Pearland, TX 77588-0462 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.485.2026 

Fax: 281.412.7034 

Email: buckstevens@gmail.com 

William Gerber 

Alvin FD 

PO Box 2202 

Alvin, TX 77512-2202 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.245.7186 

Fax: 281.331.9713 

Email: billy.gerber@att.net 
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William Crawford 

Huffman FD 
PO Box 1877 

Channelview, TX 77530-1877 

Thom Jones 

Madisonville VFD 
921 E Main St 

Madisonville, TX 77864-2113 

Dennis GifFord 

Labelle Fannett VFD 
115 Candlewick Dr. 
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291 

Tim Gothard 

Anna FD 

PO Box 519 

Anna, TX 75409-0519 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.324.4646 

Fax: 281.324.3881 

Email: asstchief@huffmanfire.org 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.348.3317 

Fax: 936.349.0149 

Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.658.3919 

Fax: 855.538.3362 

Email: dennismgifford@aol.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 972.924.2143 

Fax: 972.924.2772 

Email: tgothard@annatexas.gov 


Mark Hanson 

Bellevue FD 
520 King St 

Bellevue, TX 76228-1630 

Joe Ondrasek 

Brazos County Pet #4 FD 
5572 Caroline Dr 
Bryan, TX 77807-7806 

Bob Looney 

SFFMA Past President (1986) 
220 Juniper St 
Mansfield, TX 76063-1815 

Gabi Glass 

Staff Liaison 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Red River District 

Phone: 972.924.2143 

Fax: 972.924.2772 

Email: tgothard@annatexas.gov 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 979.775.0194 
Fax: 979.775.0123 
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 817.473.1182 
Email: palintex@yahoo.com 

Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 ext. 102 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: gglass@sffma.org 
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 


1 - CENTRAL TEXAS DISTRICT 


Ryan Hudson 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 

Timothy Mantey 

Rocky Creek FD 
1304 Higgins St 
Brenham, TX 77833-2314 


President 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Fax: 512.528.0726 

Email: rhfirefighter@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Phone: 979.203.1974 

Fax: 979.530.0176 

Email: tmmantey@yahoo.com 


2 - GUADALUPE DISTRICT 


Louise Watts 

Stockdale FD 
303 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 

Kent Watts 

Southeast Caldwell County VFD 
303 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 


President 

Phone: 830.875.9239 

Fax: 830.996.1607 

Email: louisewatts50@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Phone: 830.445.1575 

Email: kentwatts51@yahoo.com 


3- TRI-RIVERS/ 6 - GULF COAST DISTRICTS 


Frankie Marcinkiewicz 

Cat Spring VFD 

11438 Newberg Rd 

Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183 

Anthony Cargile 

4712 Scott St 

Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314 


President 

Phone: 979.530.8992 
Email: frankm@sfima.org 

Secretary 

Phone: 409.978.2554 
Email: propho999@gmail.com 


4 - SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 


Adrian Ramirez 

Mathis FD 
612 S Duval St 
Mathis, TX 78368-2912 


President 

Phone: 361.547.2121 

Email: aramirez@cityofmathis.com 


Elena Sanchez 

Sinton FD 

PO Box 652 

Sinton, TX 78387-0652 


Secretary 

Phone: 361.364.2381 

Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: esanchezl019@ sbcglobal.net 


5 - RIO GRANDE VALLEY DISTRICT 


Frankie Joe Salinas 

Edinburg FD 
821 Park Cir 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7306 


President 

Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: ijsahnas@cityofedinburg.com 


Maricruz Tovar 
Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 


Secretary 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Email: mtovar@cityofedinburg.com 


6 - GULF COAST DISTRICT see Tri-Rivers District for information 


7 - EAST TEXAS DISTRICT 

Willo Sylestine President 

Alabama - Coushatta Indian Nation FD Phone: 936.563.1100 


993 Johnson Branch Rd. 
Livingston, TX 77351-5037 

Dennis Gifford 

Labelle-FannettFD 
115 Candlewick Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291 


Fax: 936.563.1349 
Email: fgarza@ispcorp.com 

Secretary 

Phone: 409.658.3919 

Fax: 409.538.3362 

Email: dennismgifford@aol.com 


8 - NORTHEAST TEXAS DISTRICT 


Marc Nichols 

Gilmer FD 
5232 Gorilla Rd. 

Gilmer, TX 75644-5007 

F. Jim White 

Overton FD 
304 E Mundy St 
Overton, TX 75684-1734 


President 

Phone: 903.843.3225 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: ur4002@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Phone: 903.834.3457 
Fax: 903.834.3625 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org 


9 - NORTH TEXAS DISTRICT 


Tim Gothard 

Anna FD 

PO Box 519 

Anna, TX 75409-0519 


President 

Phone: 972.924.2143 

Fax: 972.924.2772 

Email: tgothard@annatexas.gov 


Melissa Robinson 

Chatfield VFD 
106 Gorman St 
Corsicana, TX 75110-1883 


Secretary 

Phone: 903.654.9622 

Fax: 903.345.9167 

Email: melizard_stick@hotmail.com 


10 - RED RIVER DISTRICT 


Greg Speck 

Graham FD 
1100 Indiana St 
Graham, TX 76450-4001 


President 

Phone: 940.549.4013 

Fax: 940.549.6957 

Email: speck_7501@yahoo.com 


James Carr 

Decatur FD 
401 S Miller St 
Decatur, TX 76237-1933 


Secretary 

Phone: 940.627.3199 
Email: carr2699@gmail.com 


11 - MID-WEST DISTRICT 


Clay Deatherage 

Albany FD 

3709 US Highway 180 E 
Anson, TX 79501-2807 

Kristopher Hester 

Merkel FD 
1408 N 4th 

Merkel, TX 79536-3205 


President 

Phone: 325.721.0917 
Fax: 325.762.3849 
Email: mo2se@att.net 

Secretary 

Phone: 325.928.4725 

Fax: 325.846.4139 

Email: hester_ks@yahoo.com 


12 - PANHANDLE DISTRICT 


Curtis Brown 

Dalhart FD 

110 Denrock Ave 

Dalhart, TX 79022-0277 


President 

Phone: 806.244.5454 

Fax: 806.249.0277 

Email: dalhartfd@hotmail.com 
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12 - PANHANDLE DISTRICT 


Dennis Rice 

Canyon FD 
PO Box 627 

Canyon, TX 79015-0627 


Secretary 

Phone: 806.477.1750 

Fax: 806.477.1758 

Email: rice.dennis@rc-sherifF.com 


13 - PERMIAN BASIN DISTRICT 


Chris Yianitsas 

Latium Wesley Greenvine VFD 

PPO Box 331 

Industry, TX 78944-0331 

Tammy Worthington 

La Vernia FD 

156 Oak View Dr 

La Vernia, TX 78121-4546 


Tommy Bullock 

Seminole FD 
301 SW 22nd St 
Seminole, TX 79360-3825 


President 

Phone: 432.758.8818 
Email: tbullockt36@yahoo.com 


George Castillo 

McAllen FD 
526 E Crockett St 
Alamo, TX 78516-5505 


Keith Mensch 

Denver City FD 
PO Box 115 

Denver City, TX 79323-0115 


Secretary 

Phone: 806.592.5426 

Fax: 806.592.9436 

Email: kmmensch@valornet.com 


14 - HILL COUNTRY DISTRICT 


Jeremy Estep 

Menard FD 
PO Box 414 

Menard, TX 76859-0414 


President 

Phone: 325.396.2333 
Fax: 325.465.0544 


Brent Allen 

Ballinger FD 
PO Box 227 

Ballinger, TX 76821-0227 


Secretary 

Phone: 325.365.5137 

Fax: 325.365.5612 

Email: ba6330@ballingerfd.com 


15 - WINTERGARDEN DISTRICT 


Lee Hall 

Bridge City FR 
685 Winchester Dr 
Bridge City, TX 77611-3450 

Dennis Gage 

Gladewater FD 
123 Blaine Trl 
Longview, TX 75604-9295 

Marc Nichols 

Gilmer FD 
5232 Gorilla Rd 
Gilmer, TX 75644-5007 

John Robinson 

Retreat VFD 
621 N Spikes Rd 
Corsicana, TX 75110-8586 


Juan Zamora 

Uvalde FD 

619 White Tail Dr 

Uvalde, TX 78801-4696 


President 

Phone: 830.278.3333 
Fax: 830.278.2234 
Email:zamora@uvaldetx.com 


F. Jim White 

Overton VFD 
304 E Mundy St 
Overton, TX 75684-1734 


Jerry Rust 

Val Verde County Rural VFD 

PO Box 421314 

Del Rio, TX 78842-1314 


Secretary 

Phone: 830.774.7640 

Fax: 830.774.7686 

Email: valverdecountyfire@stx.rr.com 


16 - NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 


Randy Ingram 

Spring Creek/ Parker Co ESD 6 
332 Cook Rd 

Willow Park, TX 76087-9196 

Chris Brooks 

Erath County VFR 
860 N Clinton St 
Stephenville, TX 76401-3005 


President 

Phone: 817.594.5500 
Fax: 817.594.5517 

Email: randyingram2000@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Phone: 254.965.3388 

Fax: 254.965.4339 

Email: erathfire800@co.erath.tx.us 


DRIVING CONTEST COMMITTEE 


Michael Richter 

Needville FD 
PO Box 374 

Needville, TX 77461-0374 

Ronnie Sexton 

TML 

3705 del Norte Blvd 
Temple, TX 76502-1616 


Chairman/Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 979.793.4262 

Fax: 979.793.7255 

Email: richms@consolidated.net 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 254.791.0060 
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com 


Rex Klesel 
Alvin FD 

3537 County Road 326 
Alvin, TX 77511-1564 

EMS COMMITTEE 

Daniel Williams 

Brazos County Pet. # 4 
5601 Caroline Dr 
Bryan, TX 77807-7809 

Timothy Mantey 

Rocky Creek FD 
1304 Higgins St 
Brenham, TX 77833-2314 

Damon Benton 

Leander FD 
PO Box 24 

South Bend, TX 76481-0024 

Jason Loyd 

Brazos County Pet #3 VFD 
1217 Harrisonburg Ln 
College Station, TX 77845-4049 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.836.6946 

Email: speedy3@industryinet.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.779.2438 
Fax: 830.779.1729 

Email: t.worthington_lwwfd@yahoo.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.787.2992 

Fax: 956.682.0377 

Email: castillomcfd@yahoo.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.735.2419 
Fax: 409.697.3060 
Email: lee.hall@tycofp.com 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.845.2484 

Fax: 903.844.8009 

Email: gagefireandsafety@gmail.com 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.240.3574 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: ur4002@yahoo.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 903.654.3986 
Fax: 972.923.0039 
Email: jrobin2@wifi45.com 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.641.6527 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 281.331.7688 

Fax: 281.331.9713 

Email: rklesel@cityofalvin.com 


Chairman/Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.739.1610 

Fax: 979.775.0123 

Email: dpwilliams@bryantx.gov 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.203.1974 

Fax: 979.530.0176 

Email: tmmantey@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Fax: 512.528.0726 

Email: dbenton@leandertx.gov 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.690.6614 

Fax: 979.776.0408 

Email: jason.loyd@pct3vfd.com 
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DAMAGE PREVENTION COUNCILS HOLD 
“FIRST-IN FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE” 

by Scott Finley, Damage Prevention Councils of Texas 


Damage prevention means different things 
to different people. For an auto enthusiast, 
it means no one dinging the fender of their 
1928 Model A Ford. For the baker who just 
knocked out a four layer wedding cake, it 
means not closing the box lid too tightly. 

For anyone concerned with underground 
utilities, it means knowing where they are 
located before digging, and knowing what to 
do should the unthinkable happen. 

That’s the purpose of the Damage Prevention 
Councils of Texas. (DPCs) 

The DPCs are fully incorporated 501 (c) (3) 
entities dedicated to underground utility 
damage prevention, along with the promotion 
of the “811 - Call Before You Dig” message 
and the Common Ground Alliance Best 
Practices. 

Typically comprised of construction contrac¬ 
tors, utility operators, gathering & trans¬ 
mission pipeline operators, municipalities, 
utility locators, engineering firms, TxDOT, 
and other associated industry stakeholders, 
with Texas811 (the states non-profit “call 811 
before you dig” entity) serving in a liaison 
capacity, the 23 Councils meet on a regular 
basis in every region through Texas. 

DPC meetings provide an optimal forum 
where stakeholders can share information 
and perspectives; and then work together on 
all aspects of damage prevention issues. They 
also provide hands on, full-blown in-the- field 
scenarios for first responders on what to do 
should a pipeline be ruptured. 

One of these recent events - the 3rd An¬ 
nual Eagle Ford Safety & Equipment Rodeo 
Roundup in Pearsall, Texas featured not only 
the mock line strike scenario, but also went 
a step further to directly address firefighter 
health. 


“Firefighter fitness and training should be an 
essential part of a firefighter’s daily routine,” 
said Chris Barron, Executive Director of the 


State Firefighters’ and Fire Marshals’ As¬ 
sociation. “Having a venue to make a fitness 
event fun, such as the firefighter challenge, 
encourages participation and promotes what 
our firefighters should be focusing on so that 
everyone goes home at the end of the day.” 

This stand-alone event, coordinated in action 
by the Leon Valley FD and the Pearsall city 
manager, brought together members of the 
Leon Valley FD, Hondo FD, Dilley FD, Webb 
County FD and Pearsall FD. Some of these 
units are volunteer, while others are career, 
but that distinction made no difference dur¬ 
ing the heated competition. 

“Volunteer or career, we all face the same 
challenges,” said Luiz Valdes, Leon Valley Fire 
Chief. “We want to encourage fire fighter fit¬ 
ness and training in South Texas. While we’re 
all competing for bragging rights, we want 
to improve cardio fitness levels to be better 
prepared when working.” 



The obstacle course included a 60 pound hose 
pack carry, driving a sledge, extending and 
hauling fully charged hose then releasing the 
nozzle to hit a ping-pong paddle target. Fire¬ 
fighters then did a crawl through a marked 
area simulating the inside of a house, then 
had to move a 175 pound dummy to a posi¬ 
tion of safety. Finally, the firefighters climbed 
a watch tower and rang a bell at the top to 
end the course. 

It’s worth noting that the temperature in 
Pearsall that day was over 90 degrees in the 
shade, and approaching 100 out in the open - 
and these firefighters did it all in full bunker 
gear and wearing SCBA units. 

“We keep a very active fitness program in our 
department - we stress running and exercise, 
and this shows how much it pays off,” said 
Feliz Nunez, assistant chief for Webb County. 

Williams and the South Texas and Border 
DPC provided cash prizes for the contestants. 
“At Williams, safety is our top priority and 
this demonstration is an important teach¬ 
ing tool,” said Ryan Martin with Williams. 
“Williams is proud to support this firefighter 
health safety effort.” 

Doug Meeks, Damage Prevention Manager of 
the Border Texas Damage Prevention Council 
agrees. “These men and women run toward 


danger, not away from it. Providing a fun, 
competitive environment to promote heart 
health and to be able to give in-your-face live’ 
training for a mock line strike at the same 
time is the best of both worlds.” 

Chris Barron echoed that sentiment. “The 
event in Pearsall was an exceptional event 
to demonstrate to industry workers, first 
responders and the public about the impor¬ 
tance of calling 811 before digging. The mes¬ 
sage was serious and quite powerful and all 
in attendance should have taken home some 
important safety messages and information 
from industry experts. The time, effort and 
attention to detail the staff put on in organiz¬ 
ing this event was outstanding!” 


Both departments received one thousand dol¬ 
lar checks from Williams, and bragging rights 
until the next event - plus a wakeup call on 
physical fitness. 

“The Damage Prevention Councils of Texas 
want to keep our firefighters healthy and safe 
- and we want to see them back at the next 
event,” said Meeks. “Heart health challenges 
like this are important for everyone.” 



It should come as no surprise, with the mind- 
numbing physical requirements put on first 
responders, that the 
number one cause of 
firefighter deaths in 
Texas and across the 
nation is cardiac- 
related. Working in 
conjunction with the 
city of Pearsall, Leon 
Valley Fire Depart¬ 
ment, and Williams, 
the Border Damage 
Prevention Council 
held the first ever First-In Firefighter Chal¬ 
lenge to help draw attention to this, and to 
pump up enthusiasm for heart-healthy habits. 



for a career unit. 


When the fi¬ 
nal sweating, 
lifting, run¬ 
ning, crawl¬ 
ing and hose 
handling was 
done, the 
winning fire 
departments 
were Hondo 
for a volun¬ 
teer unit, and 
Leon Valley 
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LEGISLATIVE DAY 


SAVE 

THE 

DATE 


First Responder 
and Legislator 
Appreciation Day 
& Memorial Service 

MARCH 22 
2017 



AM 


Memorial Service will be followed by a fish fry luncheon. 
More information to follow. 



4 th 

LEGISLATIVE DAY 






Many thanks to everyone who sponsored or participated in the 4th Annual Legislative Day 
in College Station on July 27. SFFMA appreciates your time and dedication to the fire 
service of Texas. 


HOSTED BY: 


Texas ASM Engineering 

T==X 

EXTENSION SERVICE 

Texas a&M 

Forest Service 

SPONSORED BY: 

TcXRSMutual 

Insurance Company 





BRYAN* 

COLLEGE 

STATION 
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COMMITTEE LISTINGS 


EMS COMMITTEE CONTINUED 


EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 


Gerald Weniger 

McQueeney FD 
PO Box 215 
Seguin, TX 78156-0215 

Timothy Keirn 

Chisholm Trail Fire Rescue 
250 Warn Way 
Lockhart, TX 78644-3477 

Clemente Sanchez 

Sinton FD 

PO Box 652 

Sinton, TX 78387-0652 

Antonio Lopez 

Weslaco FD 
120 E 5th St FI 2 
Weslaco, TX 78596-6258 

Chuck Richardson 

Wild Peach FD 

3523 Country Road 245 

Brazoria, TX 77422-7276 


Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.560.2707 

Fax:830.557.6702 

Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 512.644.5416 
Email: twkeirn@gmail.com 


South Central District 

Phone: 361.364.4498 
Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: csanchezl 123@sbcglobal.net 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.447.3415 
Fax: 956.969.3167 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 979.319.1963 
Email: chuckl620@yahoo.com 


Andy Dexter 

Klein FD 

6510 Moccasin Bend Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379-4882 

Dennis Gifford 

Labelle-Fannett FD 
115 Candlewick Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291 

Karen Pickard 

Ovilla FD 

307 E University St 

Ovilla, TX 75154-3401 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.782.5231 

Fax: 281.376.4432 

Email: adexter. sffma@gmail. com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.284.2527 

Fax: 855.538.3362 

Email: dennismgifford@aol.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.617.2498 

Fax: 972.617.5793 

Email: kpickard307@aol.com 


James Carr 

Red River District 

Decatur FD 

Phone: 940.627.7057 

401 S Miller St 

Decatur, TX 76234-1933 

Email: carr2699@gmail.com 

Billie Smith 

Panhandle District 

West Carlisle FD 

Phone: 806.789.8013 

1021 County Road 6740 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Lubbock, TX 79407-6218 

Email: billiesmithemtpl26@ 
gmail.com 

Viola McHorse-Potter 

Wintergarden District 

Natalia FD 

Fax: 830.663.9443 

PO Box 31 

Natalia, TX 78059-0031 

Email: tractorbaby@hotmail.com 

Timothy Smith 

Panhandle District 

West Carlisle FD 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

PO Box 98044 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Email: wcfd9751@hotmail.com 


Bill Gardner 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Email: bgardner@leandertx.gov 


Mark Lancaster 

Santa Fe Fire & Rescue 
12510 E Bar Dr 
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8601 

Raymond Murray 

Casco Industries 
607 W 62 nd St 

Shreveport, LA 71106-2913 

Quint Mantey 

Brenham FD 
PO Box 1059 
Brenham, TX 77834-1059 

Teri Parkison 

Latium Wesley Greenvine VFD 
7550 FM 2502 
Brenham, TX 77833-7616 

Clemente Sanchez 

Sinton FD 

PO Box 652 

Sinton, TX 78387-0652 

Matt Glaves 

Alvin FD 

2197 County Road 155 
Alvin, TX 77511-1533 

Joel Sumrall 

Santa Fe Fire & Rescue 
16207 Bluebird St 
Santa Fe, TX 77517-2142 

Tito Rodriguez 

Clute FD 

735 Arbor St 

Clute, TX 77531-3717 

Thom Jones 

Madisonville VFD 
921 E Main St 

Madisonville, TX 77864-2113 

Jerry Taylor 

Gilmer FD 
885 Azalea Rd 
Gilmer, TX 75645-7469 

Wayland Price 

Whitney FD 
111 Dewayne Cir 
Whitney, TX 76692-2474 

Cory Brinkley 

Burkburnett FD 
512 S Hilltop St 
Burkburnett, TX 76354-3048 

Shawn Snider 

SFFMA Past President (2009) 
Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 


Chairman/ Gulf Coast 

Phone: 409.925.1906 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: marklancaster@dow.com 

Co-Chairman 

Phone: 800.551.8787 

Fax: 419.735.4259 

Email: raymond@cascoindustries.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.337.7300 

Fax: 979.337.7311 

Email: quintmantey2006@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.836.6946 
Email: lwg9012@yahoo.com 

South Central Distict 

Phone: 361.364.4498 
Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: csanchezl 123@sbcglobal.net 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.331.9213 

Fax: 281.331.9713 

Email: matt.glaves@bluebell.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 409.925.4278 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: joelsumrall@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 979.236.6704 

Fax: 979.265.4742 

Email: favff_tman@yahoo.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.348.3317 

Fax: 936.349.0149 

Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.843.3321 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: jhtaylor25@etex.net 

North Texas District 

Phone: 254.694.2444 
Fax: 254.694.5332 

Email: whitneyfirechief@hotmail.com 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.224.6242 

Fax: 940.569.4192 

Email: corybrinkley@ymail.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Fax: 956.289.1853 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 
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COMMITTEE LISTINGS 


Terry Mayfield 

SFFMA Past President (1999) 
Seguin FD 

18156 S State Highway 123 
Seguin, TX 78155-0845 

Thomas Bledsoe 

SFFMA Past President (1987) 

Gilmer FD 

2596 Bob O Link Rd. 

Gilmer, TX 75645-7340 

Gabi Glass 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 

FIREFIGHTER/ EMS 
YEAR COMMITTEE 

Ben Kennedy 

TEEX-ESTI 

4210 Camber Ct 

College Station, TX 77845-4882 


Austin, TX 78731-1626 

Gerald Weniger 

McQueeney FD 
PO Box 215 
Seguin, TX 78156-0215 

Shawn Snider 

SFFMA Past President (2009) 
Edinburg FD 
2804 Chateau St. 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7057 

Timothy Keirn 

Chisholm Trail Fire Rescue 
250 Warn Way 
Lockhart, TX 78644-3477 

Curtis Brown 

Dalhart FD 
110 Denrock Ave 
Dalhart, TX 79022-2622 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Allen Scopel 

Rosenberg FD 
3814 Marilyn St 
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5349 

Patrick Hlavaty 

SFFMA Past President (1997) 

El Campo FD 
310 East Calhoun St 
El Campo, TX 77437 


Past President Liaison 

Phone: 830.303.3473 

Fax: 830.401.2772 

Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com 


Past President Liaison 

Phone: 903.843.3225 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: bledsoet@etex.net 


Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 ext. 102 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: gglass@sffma.org 

RESPONDER OF THE 


Co-Chairman 

Phone: 979.458.4603 
Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: ben.kennedy@teex.tamu.edu 


Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.560.2707 

Fax: 830.557.6702 

Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com 

Rio Grande District 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 512.644.5416 
Email: twkeirn@gmail.com 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.244.5454 

Fax: 806.249.0277 

Email: dalhartfd@hotmail.com 


Chairman/Tri-Rivers District 

Phone: 281.342.5893 
Fax: 832.595.3601 
Email: ajscopel@att.net 

Vice Chairman/ 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 979.543.0341 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net 


Rayford Gibson 

Tatum FD 
175 Stonewall St 
Tatum, TX 75691 

Gregory Cross 

Brazos County Pet. 3 VFD 
7806 Shiloh Ct 

College Station, TX 77845-4115 

Mark Wobus 

Bastrop FD 
PO Box 427 

Bastrop, TX 78602-0427 

Kent Watts 

SFFMA Past President (2010) 
303 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 

Dayna “Bert” Hill 

Mathis FD 

202 Lake Shore Dr 

Mathis, TX 78368-3412 

RJ Thomas 

Ingleside VFD 
3190 Rebecca St 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649 

Ruben Barboa 

Harlingen FD 
22099 Amistad Rd 
Harlingen, TX 78550-1953 

Herbert Willich 

POBox 681 
Elsa, TX 78543-0681 

Tommy Anderson 

SFFMA Past President (2003) 
Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
12150 14 th St 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140 

Rusty Kattner 

SFFMA Past President (2015) 
Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
680 Fountain View Ln 
League City, TX 77573-1971 

Jim Philp 

7866 Walnut Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-8995 

Melissa Robinson 

Chatfield VFD 
106 Gorman St 
Corsicana, TX 75110-1883 

Kent Smead 

Vernon Fire/EMS 
2738 Oaklawn Dr 
Vernon, TX 76384-6417 

Steve Cochran 

Merkel FD 
821 Yucca 

Merkel, TX 79536-7010 

Daniel Eaton 

Marathon VFD 
PO Box 289 

Marathon, TX 79842-0289 


Barbara Marzean Co-Chairwoman 

VFIS of Texas Phone: 512.448.9928 

3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301 Fax: 512.448.9929 

Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com 


Secretary/Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.947.2831 
Fax: 903.947.2217 
Email: rgibson@sffma.org 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.776.6430 
Fax: 979.776.0408 
Email: gcross@pct3vfd.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone:512.332.8670 

Fax: 512.321.1315 

Email: mwobus@cityofbastrop.org 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.445.1585 
Email: kwatts51@yahoo.com 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.547.2121 

Email: berthill5733@gmail.com 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.523.9447 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: rjthomas@inglesidetx.gov 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.216.5700 

Fax: 956.430.6672 

Email: rbalboa2615@yahoo.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.457.0924 
Email: willichelsa@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 409.925.7331 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: fdchief700@comcast.net 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 832.221.9533 
Fax: 713.468.5249 
Email: rkattner@sffma.org 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.284.6212 
Email: jphilp@gt.rr.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 903.345.9450 

Fax: 972.345.9167 

Email: melizard_stick@hotmail.com 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.552.7658 

Fax: 940.552.2293 

Email: ksmead@vernontx.gov 

Mid-West Texas District 

Phone: 325.928.4725 
Fax: 325.846.4139 
Email: stevec@taylortel.net 

Permian Basin District 

Phone: 432.364.2277 
Email: daniel@gagehotel.com 
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COMMITTEE LISTINGS 


FINANCE COMMITTEE CONTINUED 


Brent Allen 

Ballinger FD 
PO Box 227 

Ballinger, TX 76821-0227 

Jerry Rust 

Val Verde County Rural VFD 

PO Box 421314 

Del Rio, TX 78842-1314 

Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 

Henry Perry 

Bastrop FD 
212 Jennifer Ln 
Bastrop, TX 78602-6656 

Timothy Smith 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Shawn Snider 

SFFMA Past President (2009) 
Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

Michael Looney 

SFFMA Past President (2001) 
1110 Danbury Dr 
Mansfield, TX 76063-6612 

Rex Klesel 

SFFMA Past President (2012) 
Alvin FD 

3537 County Road 326 
Alvin, TX 77511-1564 

Kyle Stephens 

SFFMA Past President (2007) 
Decatur FD 
PO Box 331 

Decatur, TX 76234-0331 

Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 

FIRE MARSHAL C 

Deroy Bennett 

Decatur FD 

1705 South State Street 

Decatur, TX 76234-0275 

Gerald Burnett 

Brazos County Pet #3 VFD 

PO Box 1665 

Bryan, TX 77806-1665 

Paul Lesak 

Ganado FD 
PO Box 322 

Ganado, TX 77962-0322 


Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.365.3907 

Fax: 325.365.3907 

Email: ba6330@ballingerfd.com 

Wintergarden District 

Phone: 830719.0471 
Fax: 830.774.7686 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806359.4960 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sfffna.org 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 512.303.4969 

Fax: 512.321.1315 

Email: hperry@cityofbastrop.org 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: wcfd9751@hotmail.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Fax: 956.289.1853 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 817.473.4294 
Email: hiwaytoons@hotmail.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 281.331.9465 

Fax: 281.331.9713 

Email: rklesel@cityofalvin.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.627.3199 

Fax: 940.627.7240 

Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com 


Executive Director 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 


Chairman/Red River District 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: db ennett@ decaturfd. com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.776.6430 

Fax: 979.776.0408 

Email: gburnett@pct3vfd.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 361.771.2691 
Email: pelesak@ykc.com 


Steven Loving 

Ingleside VFD 

300 N Rachal St# 1382 

Sinton, TX 78387-2602 

Frankie J. Salinas 

Edinburg FD 
821 Park Cir 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7306 

Christpher Wilson 

Cy-Fair FD 

1011 Village Square Dr. Apt 225 
Tomball, TX 77375-4272 

Clif Meekins 

La Porte Fire Marshals Office 
125 S 3rd St 

La Porte, TX 77571-5007 

Mike Montgomery 

Harris County Fire Marshals Office 
2318 Atascocita Rd 
Humble, TX 77396-3503 

Jim Philp 

7866 Walnut Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-8995 

Steven Deffibaugh 

Princeton FD 
121 W Willow Ln 
Princeton, TX 75407-6700 

Michael Kennon 

West Carlisle FD 

707 N County Road 1500 

Lubbock, TX 79416-9421 

Harvie Cheshire 

TEEX-ESTI 

1100 Merry Oaks Dr 

College Station, TX 77840-2607 

Rusty Kattner 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
680 Fountain View Ln 
League City, TX 77573-1971 


South Central District 

Phone: 361.776.7422 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: sp.608@co.san-patricio.tx.us 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.219.3916 

Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: fjsalinas@cityofedinburg.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 832.378.5985 
Fax: 281.550.7288 

Email: christopher.wilson@cyfairvfd.org 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.867.4603 
Email: meekinsc@laportetx.gov 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.436.8000 

Fax: 281.436.8025 

Email: Mike_Montgomery@itc.co. 

harris.tx.us 


North Texas District 

Phone: 214.310.6602 

Email: deffibaugh0151@sbcglobal.net 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.797.8771 

Fax: 806.743.1299 

Email: mike.kennon@ttuhsc.edu 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 979.862.7440 

Fax: 979.458.0649 

Email: harvie.cheshire@teex.tamu.edu 


Past President Liaison 

Phone: 832.221.9533 
Fax: 713.468.5249 
Email: rkattner@sffina.org 


East Texas District 

Phone: 409.284.6212 
Email: jphilp@gt.rr.com 


GOLF TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE 


Barbara Marzean 

VFIS of Texas 

3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301 
Austin, TX 78731-1626 

Roy Mercer 

2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln 
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105 

Lang Flisowski 

Brenham FD 
3771 Wieghat Ln 
Brenham, TX 77833-8649 

Brian Scheffer 

Brenham FD 

101 N Chappell Hill St 

Brenham, TX 77833-3323 


Liaison 

Phone: 512.448.9928 

Fax: 512.448.9929 

Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com 

Co-Chairman/Tri-Rivers District 

Phone: 832.473.5414 
Fax: 281.239.8725 
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.337.7300 

Fax: 979.337.7311 

Email: spankylang@hotmail.com 

Co-Chairman/Central Texas 

Phone: 979.337.7300 

Fax: 979.337.7311 

Email: bscheffer@cityofbrenham.org 
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ARTICLES 



Thanks to the sponsorship of Texas Mutual 
Insurance Company and VFIS of Texas, the 
support from volunteer instructors from across 
the state, and also the help of several members 
of SFFMA staff, we were able to complete our 
inaugural series of professional development 
classes in the 2016 SFFMA Fire Chief 
Development Program. This new program 
was aimed at helping chiefs or assistant chiefs 
in volunteer and combination departments meet the changing needs 
of managing, improving, and directing their organizations. Successful 
completion of the program was intended to help prepare chief officers to 
lead and direct their respective departments, while decreasing liabilities, 
increasing management practices, and improving safety. The course also 
provides chief officers the tools and resources needed for specific type of 
issues that he/she may encounter in his/her career as a fire chief. These 
four, weekend-long events began in February and ended in early October, 
and were held at our headquarters here in Manchaca, where we were happy 
to present graduation certificates, commemorative coins and polo shirts to 
22 students and 3 instructors during the closing session. 

Some of the topics covered included: 

Personnel Management — recruitment and retention, developing 
policies, disciplinary procedures, change management, FLSA, volunteer 
compensation issues, etc. 

Administration Management — budgets, grant programs, government/ 
elected official relationships, government regulations/rules, corporate 
foundation principles, ISO/PPC, etc. 

Operations Management — equipment/fleet standards and requirements, 
cooperative purchasing programs, fire ground safety programs, SOGs, 
changing fire ground tactics, etc. 



€ .tVFIS 

OF TEXAS 


We are pleased to announce that effective 
October 1, 2016 our agency ownership has 
changed. Ted Regnier has decided to officially 
retire and has sold his interest in Regnier & 
Associates, Inc. Regnier & Associates was 
founded in 1982 by Cynthia Regnier and has 
been the Texas Regional Director for VFIS 
since 1985. We have had much growth and 
success over the past 30 years and we sincerely 
thank YOU, our customers, for the trust you 
have placed in us and the opportunity you 
have given us to serve you. 



Pictured from left to right: Glenn Hastings, 
Barbara Marzean and Stephanie Dew 


The new agency owners are Barbara Marzean, 
Stephanie Dew and Glenn Hastings, all of 
whom have been with the firm for many years. 
Along with this new ownership, the agency 
name is now WinStar Insurance Group LLC. 

Many of you are very familiar with Barbara 
Marzean. Barbara has been with Regnier for 
more than 30 years and has served as the 
President since 2005. She will continue to 
serve as the President of WinStar. Stephanie 
Dew has been with Regnier since 2010 and 
has served as the Director of Sales & Market¬ 
ing. Steph will serve as VP of Sales & Market¬ 
ing for WinStar. Glenn Hastings has been with 
Regnier for over 15 years as an outside Sales 
Associate for the Houston area. Glenn will 
serve as VP and will primarily serve the Hous¬ 
ton area for WinStar. 


Succession Planning — long-term strategic planning, records 
management systems, performance measures, FD transitions, etc. 

The 2017 FCDP schedule is yet to be announced, but plans are already in 
the works to make the second year of the program even better than the 
first! If you’re interested in attending the class, please contact Executive 
Director Chris Barron at cbarron@sffma.org for more information. 


With this change, there is no change in staff 
or the way we operate and we will continue to 
do business as “VFIS of Texas”. We are excited 
for the future and we want to thank all of our 
friends and customers for your continued 
loyalty and trust! 

www.winstarins.com 
www. vfis tx. com 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE CONTINUED 


Brian Janes 

Latium Wesley Greenvine FD 
9804 N FM 2502 
Brenham, TX 77833-1595 

Gregory Nienstedt 

Brenham FD 
601 Farmers Rd 
Brenham, TX 77833-1695 

Randy Parkison 

Latium Wesley Greenvine FD 
7550 FM 2502 
Brenham, TX 77833-7616 

John Schulze 

Brenham FD 
2004 Timberline Ct 
Brenham, TX 77833-5179 

Lynn Bizzell 

Fredericksburg FD 
124 W Main St 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

Cody Neutzler 

Brenham FD 
202 Meadow Ln. 

Brenham, TX 77833-2923 

Lloyd Klatt 

El Campo FD 

673 Lakeview Lane 

El Campo, TX 77437-2090 

Greg Rosenberry 

no information available 

William Sylestine 

Alabama - Coushatta Indian 
Nation FD 

993 Johnson Branch Rd. 
Livingston, TX 77351-5037 

Chris Moore 

Coffee City FD 
21153 Sherry Ln 
Chandler, TX 75758-8135 

William Norris, II 

Friberg-Cooper VFD 
1406 Red Fox Ln 
Burkburnett, TX 76354-2830 

Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 

Deloss Edwards 

SFFMA Past President (1995) 
4733 Catclaw Dr 
Abilene, TX 79606-3217 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.251.8133 
Email: brianpjt@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.337.7300 

Fax: 979.337.7311 

Email: gnienstedt@cityofbrenham.org 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.451.0821 
Email: lwg.9001@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.337.7300 

Fax: 979.337.7311 

Email: smokerjs@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 830.997.5603 
Fax: 830.997.3918 
Email: lbizzell@fbgtx.org 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311 
Email: cneutzler@yahoo.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 409.543.6717 

Email: tightline@warpspeedl.net 

South Central District 

no information available 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.563.1100 

Fax: 936.563.1349 

Email: sylestine.willo@actribe.org 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903258.9963 
Email: coffeecityfirechief@ 
embarqmail.com 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.447.1664 
Email: ffwill38@yahoo.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.383.3373 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sffma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 325.695.5133 

Email: delossedwards@gmail.com 


HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

David Wade Chairman/ Gulf Coast District 

Deer Park VFD Phone: 281.479.7941 

3018 Eileen St Fax: 281.478.7289 

Deer Park, TX 77536-5022 Email: dwade@oem.hctx.net 


Ronnie Sexton 

TML 

3705 Del Norte Blvd. 

Temple, TX 76502-1616 

Chris Kehl 

PO Box 469 

Navasota, TX 77868-0469 

Howard Meek 

TEEX-ESTI 
4401 Hearst Ct 

College Station, TX 77845-2004 

Ward Roddam 

Rockdale FD 
1604 Skyles Rd 
Rockdale, TX 76567-2075 

Louise Watts 

Stockdale FD 
303 E. Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 

Bernard Scott 

Ganado FD 
PO Box 567 

Ganado, TX 77962-0567 

Timothy Bogisch 

McQueeney FD 
133 Bobwhite Trl 
Seguin, TX 78155-9461 

Roy Mercer 

2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln 
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105 

Dennis Gifford 

Labelle-Fannett FD 
115 Candlewick Dr 
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291 

Donald Lindsey 

Terrell VFD 
823 Griffith Ave 
Terrell, TX 75160-1546 

Danny Kistner 

McKinney FD 
2200 Taylor Burk Dr 
McKinney, TX 75071-6651 

Nate Mara 

Decatur FD 
1705 S State St 
Decatur, TX 76234-2745 

Mark Turvey 
Lubrizol Corporation 
2702 Calder Dr. 

League City, TX 77573-6712 

Tim Smith 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Henry Perry 

Bastrop FD 

212 Jennifer Lane 

Bastrop, TX 78602-6656 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 254.791.0060 

Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.574.1187 
Email: ckehl_pss@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 281.487.8503 
Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: howard.meek@teex.tamu.edu 

Central Texas District 

Phone:512.446.6120 
Email: 512.446.6258 
Email: wroddam@ 
basslerenergyservices.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.875.9239 

Fax: 830.996.1607 

Email: louisewatts50@hotmail.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 361.771.2234 
Fax:361.771.3050 
Email: bscott@ykc.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.560.2617 

Fax: 210662.9887 

Email: chief4401@yahoo.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 832.473.5414 
Fax: 281.239.8725 
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.284.2527 

Fax: 409.538.3362 

Email: dennismgifford@aol.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.467.0582 
Fax: 972.551.2727 
Email: userdon7686@cs.com 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.547.7650 
Fax: 972.542.8745 

Email: dkistner@mckinneytexas.org 

North Texas District 

Phone: 940.389.4148 
Email: nmara@decaturfd.com 

Industrial Board Liaison 

Phone: 281.846.8722 

Fax: 281.554.1469 

Email: mark.turvey@lubrizol.com 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: wc9751@hotmail.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone:512.303.4969 

Fax: 512.321.1315 

Email: hperry@cityofbastrop.org 
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TEXAS INDUSTRIAL EMERGENCY 
SERVICES BOARD 

Vice Chairman/SLOT 04 

Phone: 903.242.7657 
Email: krussell@westlake.com 


Keith Russell 

Westlake Chemical 
2290 Callahan Rd 
Longview, TX 75602-7623 

Robert Moore 

TEEX-ESTI 
PO Box 40006 

College Station, TX 77845-4006 

Gerald Sherman 

Equistar Chemicals LP 
8280 Sheldon Rd 
Channelview, TX 77530-2693 

Brett Steed 

Enterprise Products 
Operating LP - EPCO 
4227 Decker Dr 
Baytown, TX 77520-1639 

Terry Boyett 

Chevron Phillips Chemical Co 
9500 East Fwy 
Baytown, TX 77521-8155 

VACANT 

Todd Johnson 

Wild Well Control, Inc. 

2202 Oil Center Ct 
Houston, TX 77073-3333 

David Atkinson, Jr. 

Eastman Chemical Co 
PO Box 7444 

Longview, TX 75607-7444 

Brett Boren 

Phillips 66 
PO Box 866 

Sweeny, TX 77480-0866 

Paul Hannemann 

Fredericksburg FD 
708 W Austin St 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-2502 

Steve Pepper 

Phillips 66 

3010 Briarpark Dr 

Houston, TX 77042-3706 

Rodney Kovalcik 

ExxonMobil Company 
5000 Bayway Dr 
Baytown, TX 77520-2123 

James Pursell 

Valero Energy Corporation 

PO Box 696000 

San Antonio, TX 78269-6000 

David Cave 

CITGO Refining and Chem Co 
1801 Nueces Bay Blvd 
Corpus Christi, TX 78407-2221 


SLOT 20/TEEX Representative 

Phone: 979.862.4469 

Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: robert.moore@teex.tamu.edu 

Secretary/SLOT 08 

Phone: 281.860.1363 
Email: 

gerald.sherman@lyondellbassen.com 


SLOT 05 

Phone:281.784.4700 

Fax: 281.844.3293 

Email: toddjohnson@wildwell.com 

SLOT 06 

Phone: 903.720.7861 

Email: datkinson@eastman.com 


SLOT 09 

Phone:512.997.7259 

Fax: 830.997.3918 

Email: phannemann@tfs.tamu.edu 

SLOT 10 

Phone: 832.765.1775 

Email: stephen.r.pepper@p66.com 

SLOT11 

Phone: 281.834.4006 

Fax: 281.834.4024 

Email rodneyjkovaldk@exxonmobicom 

SLOT 12 

Phone: 210.345.3054 

Fax: 210.370.4716 

Email: james.pursell@valero.com 


Mark Garvin 

Friendswood FD 

201 W Castkewood Ave 

Friendswood, TX 77546-4812 

Gordon Lohmeyer 

TEEX-ESTI 
PO Box 40006 

College Station, TX 77842-4006 

Mark Turvey 

Lubrizol Corporation 
2702 Calder Dr. 

League City, TX 77573-6712 

Michael Barley 

Luminant Power - Monticello/ Martin Lake 
PO Box 1266 

Mount Pleasant, TX 75446-1266 

Jeff Hoffstadt 

Enterprise Products 
Operating LP - Texas Region ERT 
10647 Gulfdale St 
San Antonio, TX 78216-3604 

Kent DeLaney 

Dow Chemical Co - Deer Park 

12719 4 th 1/2 St 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-8031 

Richard Van Winkle 

Alvarado FD 
PO Box 296 

Alvarado, TX 76006-0296 

David Wade 

Deer Park VFD 

3018 Eileen St 

Deer Park, TX 77536-5022 

Dallas Renfrew 

TEEX-ESTI 
14717 McKenzie Ln 
Harlingen, TX 78552-6789 

Tommy Anderson 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

12150 14th St 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140 

Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 

Kevin Creamer 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Felix Carrillo Pena 

Urb. La Bonita Calle La Guairita 
Torre La Loma A Piso 2 Apto 2B 
Baruta, Miranda, Venezuela 


SLOT 14 

Phone: 281.996.3360 
Fax: 281.482.6036 
Email: mtgarvin@ 
marathonp etroleum. com 

SLOT 15 

Phone: 979.458.6800 
Fax: 979.847.9304 
Email: 

gordon.lohmeyer@teex.tamu.edu 

SLOT 16 

Phone: 281.846.8722 

Fax: 281.554.1469 

Email: mark.turvey@lubrizol.com 

SLOT 17 

Phone: 903.577.5041 
Fax: 903.577.5263 

Email: michael.barley@luminant.com 

SLOT 18 

Phone: 210.528.3252 
Fax: 210.528.4232 
Email: jhoffstadt@epco.com 

SLOT 19 

Phone: 281.228.2973 
Fax: 281.228.8398 
Email: akdelaney@dow.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 817.790.3859 
Fax: 817.783.6505 
Email: 

vanwinkler@cityofalvarado. org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 281.479.7941 

Fax: 281.478.7289 

Email: david.wade@oem.hctx.net 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 979.324.6089 

Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: dallas.renfrew@teex.tamu.edu 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 409.925.5434 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: fdchief700@comcast.net 

Executive Director 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 

Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org 


Venezuela 

Phone: +58.412.2429628 
Fax: +58.212.9454131 
Email: fcarrillo@assahse.com 


SLOT 01 

Phone: 936.336.9047 
Fax: 281.887.7085 
Email: bsteed@eprod.com 

SLOT 02 

Phone: 281.421.6232 

Fax:281.421.6444 

Email: boyette@cpchem.com 

SLOT 03 


SLOT 13 

Phone: 361.844.5241 
Fax: 361.844.5113 
Email: dcave@citgo.com 


INTERNATIONAL MEMBER COMMITTEE 


SLOT 07 

Phone: 979.491.2930 
Fax: 979.491.2068 
Email: ba.boren@p66.com 
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INTERNATIONAL MEMBER 


COMMITTEE CONTINUED 

Juan Gloria 

McAllen FD 
PO Box 220 

McAllen, TX 78505-0220 

Rolando Reyes 

Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

Oskar Alanis 

Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

Robert Riojas 

Hidalgo FD 
704 E Texano Dr 
Hidalgo, TX 78557-4104 

Jose Franco 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.292.2104 
Fax: 956.682.0377 
Email: jgloria@mcallen.net 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Fax: 956.289.1853 

Email: oskaralanis@gmail.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956843.8101 
Fax: 956.843.8101 


Member/ Venezuela 


Carlos Acevedo Chazaro 

Ia.Cda. Miguel Angel de Que- 
vedo #50, Col Coyoacan Del 
Coyoacan C.P. 

Mexico 


Member 

Phone: +52.551.7936473 

Fax: +52.555.6580498 

Email: carlos.acevedo@codigoseguridad.com 


Michael Richardson 

Decatur FD 
1705 S State St 
Decatur, TX 76234-2745 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 940.393.0230 
Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: mrichardson@decaturfd.com 


Shawn Snider 

Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 

Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 


Past Presidents Liaison 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Fax: 956.289.1853 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 


MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 


Ben Kennedy 

TEEX-ESTI 
4210 Camber Ct 
College Station, TX 77845 

Richard Van Winkle 

Alvarado FD 
PO Box 296 

Alvarado, TX 76009-0296 


Co-Chairman/Chaplain 

Phone: 979.458.4603 
Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: ben.kennedy@teex.tamu.edu 

Co-Chairman/4th VP 

Phone: 817.790.3859 
Fax: 8817.783.6505 

Email: vanwinkler@cityofalvarado.org 


Billie Smith 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 


Auxiliary President 

Phone: 806.789.8013 
Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: billiesmithemptl26@gmail.com 


Jerri Locknane 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 
Mary Jane Cargile 
Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
4712 Scott St 
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314 

Anthony Cargile 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

4712 Scott St 

Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314 

Jim Cargile 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

4223 Avenue J 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-8698 


TFA Immediate Past President 

Phone: 806.781.3706 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: locknanej@yahoo.com 

Auxiliary Chaplain 

Phone: 409.925.2083 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: propho999@gmail.com 

Member 

Phone: 409.925.2083 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: propho999@gmail.com 

Member 

Phone: 409.502.1024 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: jcargile@cityofalvin.com 


Christopher Loving 

Ingleside VFD 
PO Box 61 

Ingleside, TX 78362-0061 

Kris Hester 

Merkel FD 

1408 N 4th St 

Merkel, TX 79536-3205 

Chelsea Perry 

Bastrop FD 
PO Box 427 

Bastrop, TX 78602-0427 

Pam Van Winkle 

Alvarado FD 
104 W College St 
Alvarado, TX 76009-4319 


Member 

Phone: 361.776.7422 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: cloving65@yahoo.com 

Member 

Phone: 325.864.3266 

Fax: 325.846.4139 

Email: hester_ks@yahoo.com 

Member 

Phone: 512.332.8670 
Fax: 512.321.1315 

Member 

Phone: 817.790.8884 
Fax: 817.783.6505 


Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 

Ernest Reesing, Jr. 

SFFMA Past President (1988) 
Marathon VFD 
20 Branch Rd 
Alpine, TX 79830-1015 

Patrick Hlavaty 

SFFMA Past President (1997) 
El Campo FD 
310 East Calhoun Street 
El Campo, TX 77437 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.359.4960 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sffrna.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 432.837.2974 

Email: ernest.reesing@teex.tamu.edu 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 979.543.0341 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net 


NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL 


Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


State Director 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 


Dallas Renfrew 

TEEX-ESTI 

14717 McKenzie Ln 

Harlingen, TX 78552-6789 


Alternate Director 

Phone: 979.324.6089 

Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: dallas.renfrew@teex.tamu.edu 


PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


Billy Haynes 

PO Box 840 

Livingston, TX 77351-0014 

Ray Williamson 

320 E Milam St 
Wharton, TX 77488-5024 

Bob Looney 

220 Juniper St 
Mansfield, TX 76063-1815 

Thomas Bledsoe 

Gilmer FD 

2596 Bob O Link Rd 

Gilmer, TX 75645-7340 


Past President 1973 

Phone: 936.328.3121 
Email: billyroy@livingston.net 

Past President 1984 

Phone: 979.532.2111 

Past President 1986 

Phone: 817.473.1182 
Email: palintex@yahoo.com 

Past President 1987 

Phone: 903.843.3225 
Fax: 903.843.3251 
Email: bledsoet@etex.net 


Ernest O. Reesing, Jr. 

Marathon VFD 
20 Branch Rd 
Alpine, TX 79830-1015 


Past President 1988 

Phone: 432.386.2299 

Email: ernest.reesing@teex.tamu.edu 
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Gerald Matheaus 

2226 Ripple Creek 
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5429 

Billy Ray Mize 

808 Easy St 

Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617 

J. E. Eckert, III 

1101 Lake Shore Dr 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916-1239 

Donald Hoffman 

PO Box 1769 

Brenham, TX 77834-1747 

Deloss Edwards 

4733 Catclaw Dr 
Abilene, TX 79606-3217 

Patrick Hlavaty 

El Campo FD 

310 East Calhoun Street 

El Campo, TX 77437 

Terry Mayfield 

Seguin FD 

18156 S State Highway 123 
Seguin, TX 78155-0845 

Dallas Renfrew 
TEEX-ESTI 
PO Box 10571 

College Station, TX 77842-0571 

Michael Looney 
1110 Danbury Dr 
Mansfield, TX 76063-6612 

Richard Harmon 

Cameron Gardens FD 
1841 FM 171 

Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909 

Tommy Anderson 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
12150 14 th St 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140 

David Luedeke 

Needville FD 
PO Box 132 

Needville, TX 77461-0132 

Robert Welborn 

Silsbee FD 
505 Winters St 
Silsbee, TX 77656-5033 

Kyle Stephens 

Decatur FD 
PO Box 331 

Decatur, TX 76234-0331 

Shawn Snider 

Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

Kent Watts 

303 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 


Past President 1989 

Phone: 281.232.6871 
Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net 

Past President 1991 

Phone: 940.322.5281 
Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org 

Past President 1992 

Phone: 920.319.6116 
Email: dinksl675@att.net 

Past President 1993 

Phone: 979.836.9473 

Email: don.hoffman@sbcglobal.net 

Past President 1995 

Phone: 325.695.5133 

Email: delossedwards@gmail.com 

Past President 1997 

Phone: 979.543.0341 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net 

Past President 1999 

Phone: 830.401.2310 
Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com 

Past President 2000 

Phone: 979.458.6800 

Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: Dallas.Renfrew@teex.tamu.edu 

Past President 2001 

Phone: 817.473.4294 

Email: hiwaytoons@hotmail.com 

Past President 2002 

Phone: 940.767.7557 

Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com 

Past President 2003 

Phone: 409.925.7331 
Email: fdchief700@comcast.net 

Past President 2004 

Phone: 979.559.0026 

Email: chief700@consolidated.net 

Past President 2005 

Phone: 409.790.1178 
Email: bnswelborn@aol.com 

Past President 2007 

Phone: 940.627.3199 

Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com 

Past President 2009 

Phone: 956.383.7691 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 

Past President 2010 

Phone: 830.445.1575 

Email: kentwatts51@yahoo.com 


Bryan Rickert 

Carthage FD 

142 County Road 2791 

Carthage, TX 75633-6150 

Rex Klesel 
Alvin FD 

3537 County Road 326 
Alvin, TX 77511-1564 

David Wade 

Deer Park VFD 

3018 Eileen St 

Deer Park, TX 77536-5022 

Bill Gardner 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 

Rusty Kattner 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
680 Fountain View Ln 
League City, TX 77573-1971 

Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 


Nancy Hall 

Gilmer FD 

1003 Antelope Rd 

Gilmer, TX 75644-5155 


Billy Jo Jasinski 

Burton VFD 
PO Box 548 
Burton, TX 77835-0548 

Isidore Moy 

Floresville FD 

776 US Highway 181 S # B 

Floresville, TX 78114-5135 

Elena Sanchez 

Sinton FD 

PO Box 652 

Sinton, TX 78387-0652 

Donna Loving 

Ingleside VFD 
PO Box 61 

Ingleside, TX 78362-0061 

Frankie Joe Salinas 

Edinburg FD 
821 ParkCir 

Edinburg, TX 78539-7306 

Richard Alvarez 

Harlingen FD 
24200 N FM 509 
Harlingen, TX 78550-2192 


Past President 2011 

Phone: 903.693.4855 
Email: brickert373@yahoo.com 

Past President 2012 

Phone: 281.331.7688 
Email: rklesel@cityofalvin.com 

Past President 2013 

Phone: 281.478.7281 

Email: david.wade@oem.hctx.net 

Past President 2014 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Email: bgardner@leandertx.gov 


Past President 2015 

Phone: 409.925.7331 
Email: rkattner@sffma.org 

Past President 2016 

Phone: 806.359.4960 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sffma.org 


Chairperson/ 

Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.843.3225 

Fax: 903.843.3251 

Email: fireball011465@yahoo.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.289.3473 

Fax: 979.289.0039 

Email: firefighter9902@gmail.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.393.3105 

Fax: 830.393.2056 

Email: izzymoyl898@gmail.com 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.364.4498 

Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: esanchez 1019@sbcglobal.net 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.776.7422 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: dloving6233@gmail.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.219.3916 
Fax: 956.383.7111 

Email: fjsalinas@cityofedinburg.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.216.5700 

Fax: 956.430.6672 

Email: ralvarez@myharlingen.us 


GARY TILTON MEMORIAL FIRE PREVENTION 
POSTER CONTEST COMMITTEE 
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GARY TILTON MEMORIAL FIRE PREVENTION 
POSTER CONTEST COMMITTEE CONTINUED 


Dawn Rodriguez 

La Villa VFD 
PO Box 420 

La Villa, TX 78562-0420 

George Tullgren 

Deer Park VFD 
602 Kingston Ct 
Deer Park, TX 77536-6126 

Frankie Smith 

Madisonville VFD 
107 W Turner St 
Madisonville, TX 77864-3130 

William Sylestine 

Alabama-Coushatta Indian 
Nation FD 

993 Johnson Branch Rd 
Livingston, TX 77351-5037 

Kenneth Isom 

Ellis County Fire Corps 
207 S Dallas St Apt 2 A 
Ennis, TX 75119-4774 

Anthony Fox 

Petrolia FD 
PO Box 39 

Petrolia, TX 76377-0039 

DeNisa Brown 

Dalhart FD 

110 Denrock Ave 

Dalhart, TX 79022-2622 

Maray Cearley 
Sonora FD 
808 E Poplar St 
Sonora, TX 76950-2656 

Latresha Allen 

Ballinger FD 
900 N 5 th St 
Ballinger, TX 76821 

Carl Teaff 

Sonora FD 

211 E Mulberry St 

Sonora, TX 76950-2403 

Leslie Nixon 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Terry Mayfield 

Seguin FD 

18156 S State Highway 123 
Seguin, TX 78155-0845 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.262.5250 

Fax: 956.262.2516 

Email: lvfdbravo08@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.479.8253 

Fax: 281.478.7289 

Email: getullgren@yahoo.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.348.3317 
Fax: 936.349.0149 


East Texas District 

Phone: 936.327.1575 

Fax: 936.563.1349 

Email: sylestine.willo@actribe.org 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.825.7265 
Email: isomk@airmail.net 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.337.0313 

Fax: 940.524.3840 

Email: emsl2afox@yahoo.com 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.244.5454 
Fax: 806.249.0277 


Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.387.2306 

Email: maraycearley@yahoo.com 

Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.977.2525 

Email: lallen.surety@verizon.net 

Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.387.2773 
Email: teaffoil@sonoratx.net 

Ladies Auxiliary Liaison 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: mommyblue23@yahoo.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 830.303.3473 

Fax: 830.401.2772 

Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com 


Henry Horelica 

Cameron FD 
1505 N Travis Ave 
Cameron, TX 76520-1647 

Duane Henry 

PO Box 433 

Normangee, TX 77871-0433 

Gary Williams 

Pasadena FD 
4302 Blind River Dr 
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118 

Alvin Fail, IV 

Cameron FD 
2804 W 4 th St 
Cameron, TX 76520-3049 

Frank Rubio 

Rockdale FD 
PO Box 820 

Rockdale, TX 76567-0820 

Hank Alex 

Chisholm Trail Fire/Rescue 
9835 FM 1854 
Dale, TX 78616-2952 

Frankie Marcinkiewicz 

Cat Spring VFD 
11438 Newberg Rd 
Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183 

RC Flores 

McAllen FD 
PO Box 220 

McAllen, TX 78505-0220 

Romel Garcia 

McAllen FD 
PO Box 220 

McAllen, TX 78505-0220 

Glenn Johnson 

Center FD 
488 FM 2694 
Shelbyville, TX 75973 

Juan Hernandez 

Uvalde Fire Marshals Office 
208 W Nueces St 
Uvalde, TX 78801-3614 

Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 


Billy Ray Mize 

Burkburnett FD 
808 Easy St 

Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617 


Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.5691841 

Fax: 940.569.4192 

Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org 


PUMPER RACE COMMITTEE 


Stephen Donnelly 

Pearland FD 

3913 Cedarwood Dr 

Pearland, TX 77584-9248 


Overall Chairman 

Phone: 713.569.6633 
Fax: 281.489.3348 
Email: jsd3913@yahoo.com 


David Luedeke 

Needville FD 
PO Box 132 

Needville, TX 77461-0132 

Gerald Matheaus 

Richmond FD 

2226 Ripple Creek Dr 

Rosenberg, TX 77471-5429 


3-Man Chairman 

Phone: 254.697.4702 

Fax: 254.697.3040 

Email: henry_horelica@yahoo.com 

6-Man Chairman 

Phone: 936.396.9151 
Email: duane777@usa.net 

3 and 6-Ladies Chairman 

Phone: 713.475.5554 
Fax: 713.473.0524 
Email: gary3473@att.net 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 254.697.1003 
Fax: 254.697.3040 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.760.5112 

Fax: 512.446.6258 

Email: frank.rubio@boral.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 512.213.0323 
Email: hank_alex@yahoo.com 

Tri-Rivers District 

Phone: 979.530.8992 
Email: frankm@sffma.org 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.681.2500 
Fax: 956.682.0377 
Email: rcfloresl@yahoo.com 

Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.681.2500 
Fax: 956.682.0377 
Email: rgarcia@mcallen.net 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.598.3622 
Email: rgj410@yahoo.com 

Wintergarden District 

Phone: 830.486.8449 
Fax: 830.278.2234 
Email: cj5on39@yahoo.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.383.3373 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sffma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 979.793.6821 

Fax: 979.793.7255 

Email: chief700@consolidated.net 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 281.3441711 
Fax: 281.232.3538 
Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net 
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Anggie Sumrall 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 
16207 Bluebird St 
Sant Fe, TX 77517 


Robert Kleen 

Blanket VFD 

7800 County Road 329 

Blanket, TX 76432-6318 

Matthew Cornell 

Pecan Grove FD 
727 Pitts Rd 

Richmond, TX 77406-2205 

Brian Chenault 

Burton VFD 
7075 Rehburg Rd 
Burton, TX 77835-6003 

Sara Harborth 

Kingsbury FD 
1980 Prairie Lea Rd 
Kingsbury, TX 78638-2118 


Tomas Sanchez 
Sinton FD 

719 East Market Street 
Sinton, TX 78387-2833 

Melissa Sanchez 
Sinton FD 

719 East Market Street 
Sinton, TX 78387-2833 

Jerry Gomez 

Alamo FD 

PO Box 871 

Alamo, TX 78516-0871 

Anthony Cargile 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

4712 Scott St 

Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314 

Elton Thornell 

Brookside Village VFD 
5706 W Broadway Trlr 7 
Pearland, TX 77581-7846 

Jim Cargile 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

4223 Avenue J 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-8698 

Daniel Hernandez 

Hardin County ESD #2/ 
Lumber ton Fire & EMS 
8558 Ash St 

Lumberton, TX 77657-8927 


Auxiliary Liaison 

Phone: 409.739.0622 

Email: angela.sumrall@gmail.com 


Chairman/Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.415.7049 


Co-Chairman/Tri-Rivers District 

Phone: 281.341.6677 

Fax: 281.239.8509 

Email: firepig4004@gmail.com 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 979.289.0573 

Fax: 979.289.0039 

Email: bchenault3@peoplepc.com 


South Central District 

Phone: 361.816.9852 

Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: tfirebone@yahoo.com 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.816.9423 

Fax: 361.364.3781 

Email: aprilsun428@gmail.com 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 409.795.4224 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: propho999@gmail.com 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 409.925.7331 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: jcargile@cityofalvin.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 409.781.2248 

Email: pawpaw532@yahoo.com 


David Andrusick 

Center FD 

220 James St 

Center, TX 75935-3243 

Derek Thayer 

Cameron Gardens FD 
3351 River Rd 

Wichita Falls, TX 76305-7267 

Donald “Cowboy” Wiley 

Floydada FD 
PO Box 73 

Floydada, TX 79235-0073 

Pat Olivas, Jr. 

Fort Davis FD 
PO Box 1084 

Fort Davis, TX 79734-1084 

Rickey Cearley 

Sonora FD 
808 E Poplar St 
Sonora, TX 76950-2656 

Cory Bradley 

Natalia FD 
PO Box 31 

Natalia, TX 78059-0031 

Henry Perry 

Bastrop FD 
212 Jennifer Ln. 

Bastrop, TX 78602-6656 

Richard Harmon 

Cameron Gardens FD 
1841 FM 171 

Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909 


Henry Perry 

Bastrop FD 
212 Jennifer Ln. 

Bastrop, TX 78602-6656 

Timothy Smith 

West Carlisle FD 
PO Box 98044 
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044 

Kyle Stephens 

Decatur FD 
PO Box 331 

Decatur, TX 76234-0331 

Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 

Gabi Glass 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 936.332.6050 
Email: fandrusick@yahoo.com 

Red River District 

Phone: 940.867.7836 
Emai: dthayer90@yahoo.com 


Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.983.4417 


Permian Basin District 

Phone: 432.426.3085 

Email: elpatocook77@yahoo.com 

Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.277.5744 
Email: rooterl957@yahoo.com 

Wintergarden District 

Phone: 830.931.1333 

Email: cory.bradley295@yahoo.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 512.303.4969 
Fax: 512.321.1315 
Email: hperry@sfFma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.867.7837 

Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com 


President 

Phone: 512.303.4969 
Fax: 512.321.1315 
Email: hperry@slfma.org 

Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.797.0412 

Fax: 806.797.0514 

Email: wcfd9751@hotmail.com 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.627.3199 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com 

Executive Director 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@slFma.org 

Staff Liaison 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: gglass@slFma.org 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS COMMITTEE 


Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.660.4523 
Fax: 830.433.6085 
Email: real_texas_redneck 
@yahoo.com 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.844.4772 
Fax: 281.485.9551 
Email: bigehere@att.net 


SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.821.9897 
Email: ltlstrait@yahoo.com 
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T*FLAG ADVISORY GROUP 


Dan Key 

Friendswood FD 
2204 Pine Dr 

Friendswood, TX 77546-5539 

Bill Gardner 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 

Ryan Hudson 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 

Ronnie Sexton 

TML 

3705 del Norte Blvd 
Temple, TX 76502-1616 

Kent Watts 

Southeast Caldwell 
County VFD 
307 E Bowie St 
Luling, TX 78648-2905 

Edwin Baker 

Stockdale FD 
602 S 7th St. 

Stockdale, TX 78160-6031 


Co-Chairman/Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.996.9237 

Fax: 281.482.6036 

Email: dannylkey@yahoo.com 

Co-Chairman/Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.528.2848 

Fax: 512.528.0726 

Email: bgardner@leandertx.gov 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.528.1664 

Fax: 512.528.0726 

Email: rhudson@leandertx.gov 

Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.791.0060 

Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com 

Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830.351.0406 

Email: kentwatts51@yahoo.com 


Guadalupe District 

Phone: 830391.1713 

Fax: 830.996.1366 

Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com 


R.J. Thomas 

Ingleside VFD 
3190 Rebecca St 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649 


South Central District 

Phone: 361.523.9447 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: rjthomas@inglesidetx.gov 


Ricardo Saldana 

Mission FD 
2004 N Bryan Rd 
Mission, TX 78572-3028 


Rio Grande Valley District 

Phone: 956.580.8705 

Fax: 956.580.8712 

Email: rsaldana@missiontexas.us 


Rusty Kattner 

Sant Fe Fire/Rescue 
680 Fountain View Ln. 
League City, TX 77573-1971 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.554.8468 
Fax: 713.468.5249 
Email: rkattner@sffma.org 


Kendall Hunting 

Alvin FD 

1738 Glenview Dr 

Alvin, TX 77511-4329 

Jason January 

Huntsville FD 
PO Box 1 

Huntsville, TX 77342-0001 


Gulf Coast District 

Phone: 281.228.4345 

Fax: 281.331.9713 

Email: khunting@cityofalvin.com 

East Texas District 

Phone: 936.291.3047 

Fax: 936.291.3472 

Email: jjanuary@huntsvilletx.gov 


Keith Tate 

Flint-Gresham FD 
PO Box 3158 
Flint, TX 77342-0001 

Christine Rogalski 

Ellis County Fire Corps 
1007 N McKinney St 
Ennis, TX 75119-2418 

Clay Deatherage 

Albany FD 

3709 US Highway 180 E 
Anson, TX 79501-2807 


Northeast Texas District 

Phone: 903.360.3982 
Fax: 903.894.6962 

Email: keith.tate@smithcountyfire.org 

North Texas District 

Phone: 972.875.4088 

Email: cookiegirl62@hotmail.com 


Mid-West Texas District 

Phone: 325.823.3614 
Fax: 325.762.3849 
Email: mo2se@att.net 


Richard Goodney 

Colorado City FD 
110 Bonham St 

Colorado City, TX 79512-6920 

Brent Allen 

Ballinger FD 
PO Box 227 

Ballinger, TX 76821-0227 


Mid-West Texas District 

Phone: 325.436.9536 
Fax: 325.728.9415 
Email: fdcc323@aol.com 

Hill Country District 

Phone: 325.365.3907 

Fax: 325.365.5612 

Email: ba6330@ballingerfd.com 


Charles Garris 

Pleasanton FD 
312 Tagert St 

Pleasanton, TX 78064-3964 


Wintergarden District 

Phone: 830.569.4119 
Fax: 830.569.2813 

Email: firedepartment@pleasantontx.gov 


Ted Regnier 

VFIS of Texas 

3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301 
Austin, TX 78731-1626 


Member 

Phone: 512.448.9928 
Fax: 512.448.9929 
Email: tregnier@vfistx.com 


Allen Blakemore 

Blakemore & Associates 
823 Congress, Suite 620 
Austin, TX 78701 

Casey Haney 

Blakemore & Associates 
823 Congress, Suite 620 
Austin, TX 78701 


Legislative Consultant 

Phone: 713.526.3399 
Fax: 713.965.9076 

Legislative Consultant 

Email: casey@blakemore.us 


Billy Ray Mize 

Burkburnett FD 
808 Easy St 

Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617 

Shawn Snider 

Edinburg FD 
PO Box 1079 
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 

Paul Hamilton 

Potter County Fire/Rescue 
PO Box 364 

Bushland, TX 79012-0364 


Past President Liaison 

Phone: 940.569.1841 

Fax: 940.569.4192 

Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853 

Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 806.359.4960 

Fax: 806.381.0225 

Email: phamilton@sffma.org 


Michael Richardson 

Decatur FD 

608 County Road 4460 

Decatur, TX 76234-2745 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 940.393.0230 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: mrichardson@sffma.org 


Henry Perry 

Bastrop FD 
212 Jennifer Ln 
Bastrop, TX 78602-6656 

Chris Barron 

SFFMA 
PO Box 1709 

Manchaca, TX 78652-1709 


Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 512.303.4969 
Fax: 512.321.1315 
Email: hperry@sffma.org 

Executive Director 

Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876 
Email: cbarron@sffma.org 


TCFP BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 


Robert Moore 

TEEX-ESTI 
PO Box 40006 

College Station, TX 77845-4006 

Tommy Anderson 

SFFMA Past President (2003) 

12150 14th St 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140 


Presiding Officer 

Phone: 979.862.4469 

Fax: 979.847.9304 

Email: robert.moore@teex.tamu.edu 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 409.925.7331 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Email: fdchief700@comcast.net 
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John McMakin 

LaRue - New York VFD 
13156 County Road 4325 
LaRue, TX 75770-4123 


Commissioner 

Phone: 903.714.6728 

Fax: 903.675.4436 

Email: johntmc01@gmail.com 


TCFP ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Mike Wisko 

Galveston FD 
2514 Sealy St 
Galveston, TX 77550 


Assistant Presiding Officer 

Phone: 409.766.2145 

Email: wiskomike@cityofgalveston.org 


JP Steelman Officer 

Elderville-Lakeport VFD, Inc. Phone: 903.643.3222 

1105 Stone Trail St Email: jpsteelman@longviewtexas.gov 

Longview, TX 75604-3531 


Amado Cano 

McAllen FD 

137 E Camelia Ave 

McAllen, TX 78501-9476 


Officer 

Phone: 956.681.2500 
Email: acano@mcallen.net 


Ken Swindle 

Krum FD 

PO Box 217 

Krum, TX 76249-0217 


Officer 

Phone: 940.482.6257 

Email: kswindle@krumfire.com 


VISION 2040 COMMITTEE 


Andy Dexter 

Klein FD 

6510 Moccasin Bend Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379-4882 


Chairman 

Phone: 28178535231 

Fax: 281.376.4432 

Email: adexter.sffma@gmail.com 


Billy Tidwell 

Ralls FD 
PO Box 242 

Crosbytown, TX 79322-0242 

Michael Richardson 

Decatur FD 

608 County Road 4460 

Decatur, TX 76234-8138 

Bill Gardner 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 


Panhandle District 

Phone: 806.777.5393 
Fax: 806.253.0027 

Email: rallsfiretidwell@hotmail.com 

Executive Board Liaison 

Phone: 940.393.0230 

Fax: 940.627.6014 

Email: mrichardson@sffma.org 

Past President Liaison 

Phone: 512.528.2848 
Email: bgardner@sffma.org 



Your member 
benefits just 
got a little 
better 




We are excited to announce that all members of the State Firefighters' and Fire Marshals' Association 
are now eligible to receive a complimentary membership to Hotel Engine, an exclusive hotel booking 
program offering deeply discounted rates at thousands of hotels in the US, Canada, Puerto Rico, 
Mexico, and Europe. 


Ryan Hudson 

Leander FD 
PO Box 319 

Leander, TX 78646-0319 

Britney Elkins 

Ingleside VFD 
PO Box 61 

Ingleside, TX 78362-0061 


Central Texas District 

Phone: 512.528.1664 

Fax: 512.528.0726 

Email: rhudson@leandertx.gov 

South Central District 

Phone: 361.205.2404 

Fax: 361.775.1186 

Email: belkins@inglesidetx.gov 


Whether you need a hotel for a one night getaway or a week long vacation you now have access to 
rates that are up to 60% less than public travel sites. 

The benefits don't stop there, you can also expect: 

• A user friendly way to easily search, filter and find the hotels you need 

• Broad selection paired with the lowest hotel rates in the industry 

• 24/7 customer support and free cancellation at thousands of hotels 


To start taking advantage of this benefit all you have to do is create your user profile at: 


Andrew Sanchez 

South Central District 

Sinton FD 

Phone: 361.364.3781 

PO Box 1082 


Sinton, TX 78387-1082 


RC Flores 

Rio Grande Valley District 

McAllen FD 

Phone: 956.681.2500 

PO Box 220 

Fax: 956.682.0377 

McAllen, TX 78505-0220 

Email: rcfloresl@yahoo.com 

Chris Anderson 

Gulf Coast District 

Santa Fe Fire/Rescue 

Phone: 409.925.9911 

4802 1/2 Main St 

Fax: 409.925.7330 

Santa Fe, TX 77510-2128 

Email: chrisanderson@comcast.net 

Nate Mara 

Red River District 

Decatur FD 

Phone: 940.627.3199 

1705 S State St 

Email: nmara@decaturfd.com 

Decatur, TX 76234-2745 



hotelengine.com/ioin/SFFMA 

Sign up and start saving in minutes! 
Happy travels! 



Have you moved or 
updated your email? 

If so, email 

membership@sffma.org 
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TEXAS FIREMEN'S AUXILIARY 


2016 -2017 TFA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PRESIDENT Billie Smith 

Cell: 806.789.8013 



Email: billiesmithemtpl26@gmail.com 


I st VICE PRESIDENT Anggie Sumrall 

Cell: 409.739.0622 

Email: angela.sumrall@gmail.com 


2 ND VICE PRESIDENT Brandy Tidwell 

Cell: 806.470.1216 

Email: tidwell_brandy@yahoo.com 


3 RD VICE PRESIDENT 


Leslie Nixon 

Cell: 806.787.8570 

Email: mommyblue23@yahoo.com 


4 th vice president vacant 


IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Jerri Locknane 

Cell: 806.781.3706 

Email: locknanej@yahoo.com 


SECRETARY Donna Svatek 

Cell: 281.239.9205 
Email: ddsvatek@yahoo.com 


TREASURER Kendra Charbula 

Cell: 979.637.1560 
Email: skbula@ykc.com 


PARLIAMENTARIAN Brooke Palermo 

Cell: 409.739.2276 

Email: brooke.sumrall@gmail.com 


HISTORIAN Penny Horelica 

Cell: 254.652.3612 

Email: howdymowdy991@yahoo.com 


CHAPLAIN Mary Jane Cargile 

Cell: 409.795.0811 

Email: propho999@verizon.net 


SWEETHEART Kaitlin Flisowski 

Cell: 979.203.5313 

Email: flisowskik@yahoo.com 



PICTURED L TO R: Daisy Svatek, Mary Jane Cargile, Penny Horelica, 

Brooke Palermo, Kendra Charbula, Jerri Locknane (at the lectern), Donna Svatek, 
Jeri Hamilton, Anggie Sumrall, Billie Smith 


I want to take a moment to let 
everyone know how excited I am 
to be your TFA President. I truly 
look forward to working with 
everyone and supporting Texas 
firefighters. I want to thank West 
Carlisle Fire/EMS, the Panhandle 
Firemen's and Fire Marshal's 
District and my entire board for 
the support given during my time 
here on the board. 

I hope that all of you have had 
a great summer and as fall 
approaches, let's all gear up 
and get ready for the planning 
conference. It is just around the corner. The TFA Executive 
Board and I have been working very hard to ensure you are 
represented well across the state. 

Tim and I have been very busy on the home front. We have 
two great kids, Chris and his wife Amanda who have blessed 
us with our grandkids, Kutter, 2, and Knoxleigh, 8 months, 
keeps us very busy. Emily just turned 21 and is very busy 
working and looking at options for school. We are fortunate 
to have them live very close by and they get to visit often. 

As the saying goes "kids by appointment only, grandkids 
welcome anytime!" 

District meetings are also coming up. Please make that effort 
to attend your district meeting. Important information is 
shared and great networking takes place. Ladies, I encourage 
you to find someone who has never attended a district 
meeting, visit with them and ask them to attend with you. 
This is a great opportunity for your district to gain new 
members and it may also be an opportunity to sign them 
up for the TFA membership. We are always open to new 
members and welcome each one with open arms. 

The TFA Constitution and By-Laws number one purpose of 
our organization states:To promote the interest and welfare 
of the State Firemen's and Fire Marshals'Association of 
Texas. Your TFA board is very excited about our work to build 
relationships across the state. It has been our vision this year 
to increase membership, participation and focus on our goals 
as the Texas Firemen's Auxiliary. The TFA, much like every 
organization, is in a constant state of change. As we move 
along, I want you all to be open about the idea of change. 

As an organization, if we never change then we never 
grow. In the past few years, we have grown significantly 
into social media, websites and other forms of electronic 
communication. Those processes seem to be working well 
and our message is being delivered. We now must come up 
with strategies for increasing membership and for being self- 
sufficient. We must find a way to generate income so that we 
may prosper even more and not depend on the SFFMA for 
funding. If you have suggestions, please get those to me or 
any other member of the board. We want to hear ALL ideas. 

I am very excited to play a small part in this process and will 
pledge to you my dedication in promoting the SFFMA. We 
will be working hand-in-hand with the SFFMA Executive 
Board to promote the fire service of Texas. 

In closing, again, thank you for your support. I will serve you 
to the best of my ability and again dedicate our work to the 
firefighters of this great state of Texas. See you in San Marcos! 

Billie Smith 

TFA President 
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EXTENSION SERVICE 


TEEX Extension Program 

Program Overview 

• Receive professional training 
delivered to your location 

Courses meet or exceed the require¬ 
ments of the NFPA, SFFMA, and/or TCFP 

NFA field and direct delivery courses 
are also offered 


Types of courses include: 

Emergency Vehicle Driving and Safety 
Wildland Firefighting 
Incident Command Courses 
Health & Safety Officer Courses 
NFPA 1041 Instructor 
Fire Investigator 
Fire Inspector 
Telecommunicator 
National Fire Academy Courses 

Many courses are delivered at 
no cost to personnel within Texas 


Need Training in Your Region? 


Learn More 

See scheduled Classes and 
Area Schools or view the 
Course Request System online 

TEEX.org/extension 
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Your TEEX Regional 
Manager can Deliver! 

TEEX.ORG/EXTENSION 


Regional Managers for the State of Texas 



Region i 


Name Mike Terry 

Mobile 512-566-6006 
Email michael.terry@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 5 


Name Ben Kennedy 

Mobile 979-229-1263 
Email ben.kennedy@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 2 


Name David Rosier 

Mobile 903-240-2219 
Email david.rosier@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 6 


Name Michael Cole 

Mobile 979-739-4780 
Email michael.cole@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 3 


Name Dallas Renfrew 

Mobile 979-324-6089 
Email dallas.renfrew@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 7 


Name Jeff Rhoads 

Mobile 254-541-8422 
Email jeff.rhoads@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 4 


Name Darren Smith 

Mobile 210-269-9437 
Email darren.smith@teex.tamu.edu 



Region 8 


Name Ken King 
Mobile 903-818-1823 
Email ken.king@teex.tamu.edu 


EMERGENCY SERVICES TRAINING INSTITUTE 

P0 Box 40006 | College Station, TX 77842-4006 | 979-845-7641 


Harvie Cheshire, Training Director 
harvie.cheshire@teex.tamu.edu | 979-862-7440 
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OF TEXAS 


YOU'RE HERE FOR US. 
WE'RE HERE FOR YOU. 


FIND OUT HOW WE CAN HELP YOU. REQUEST A FREE INSURANCE QUOTE AT WWW.VFISTX.COM 


SINCE 

1985 




30+ 

YEARS 

OF 

SERVICE 


/ 100 + 


ANNUAL 

TRAINING 

CLASSES 


$495K 

IN TRAINING & 
WELLNESS 
GRANTS 
AWARDED 


^ $10M 


IN CLAIMS 
PAID 

ANNUALLY 


98% 

CUSTOMER 

RETENTION 

RATE 


RISK 
CONTROL 
RESOURCES 


VFIS OF TEXAS PROUDLY INSURES OVER 1,500 EMERGENCY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE STATE OF TEXAS. IN FACT, OVER 320 
OF THOSE ESO'S HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR OVER 25 YEARS. YOU'LL APPRECIATE OUR PACKAGE POLICY, WHICH 
ADDRESSES THE REAL ISSUES YOU CONFRONT AS EMERGENCY RESPONDERS. OUR SPECIALIZED INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE 
DEVELOPED WITH YOU IN MIND & BEST MEET THE NEEDS OF YOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE ORGANIZATION. CONTACT US TODAY. 


WWW.VFISTX.COM I 800.252.9435 I VFISOFTEXAS@VFISTX.COM 















